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Agence France Presse, July 26, 2004
A girl lights a candle at a large memorial vigil July 2003, for Montreal photojournalist Zahra Kazemi, who died in Iran June 26 after her arrest. Iran's judiciary stood by its handling of the case of Kazemi, and asserted it had made 'every effort' to identify her killer. (AFP/File/Ian Barrett)
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UN rights experts accuse Iran of favoring impunity after Kazemi trial

Agence France Presse, July 27, Geneva - Three UN human rights experts on Tuesday accused Iran of favoring a climate of impunity and said they were profoundly concerned at the acquittal of an intelligence agent accused of murdering Canadian-Iranian photographer Zahra Kazemi.

The UN special rapporteurs on the right to freedom of opinion and expression, on the independence of judges and lawyers, and on torture expressed "their profound concern regarding the unanswered questions which have resulted from the acquittal of an Iranian intelligence officer on 24 July after a two-day trial".

The experts, Ambeyi Ligabo, Leandro Despouy, and Theo van Boven respectively, said in a statement that Iranian "authorities are favouring a climate of impunity for law enforcement officials and setting the ground for the recurrence of similar human rights violations in the future".

They noted reports that the trial by a court in Tehran did not meet international standards of fair trial and that key evidence, which could have incriminated judiciary and security officials, had been ignored.

"The experts appealed to Iranian authorities to comply strictly with international human rights norms and in particular with the provisions of the covenant on civil and political rights on fair trial," UN human rights spokesman Jose Diaz told journalists.
Iranian prosecutor shuts 2 newspapers
The Washington Post, July 27, Istanbul - An Iranian prosecutor has ordered the closures of two newspapers that reported last week on a trial involving a case in which he is alleged to have been involved.
The prosecutor, Said Mortazavi, shut down Jomhouriat, which had published for only 12 days, and Vaghayeh Ettefaghieh over their coverage of the trial of an intelligence agent accused of beating and killing an Iranian Canadian photographer at a prison in the Iranian capital, Tehran, last year. Mortazavi, who supervised interrogations at the prison, has been accused by Canadian authorities of having a role in the killing.
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Women's Freedom Forum Inc is an educational, research and independent organization advocating women's equality, legal and human rights, political participation and empowerment. It promotes women’s health, children’s right, and equal job opportunities. Women's Freedom Forum aims to expose gender apartheid, fundamentalism, and violence against women, misogyny, human trafficking, and child abuse and job discrimination. Women's Freedom Forum is not affiliated with any government agency, political groups or parties.
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