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Press freedom watchdog slams Iran over Kazemi's murder
MONTREAL (AFP)July 29- Press freedom watchdog Reporters Without Borders branded Iran's latest explanation for the killing of a jailed Iranian-Canadian photo-journalist as beyond ridiculous. The Iranian judiciary said Wednesday, four days after a security agent was acquitted of Zahra Kazemi's murder, that Kazemi had been on a hunger strike after her arrest last year and had fallen down as a result of her weakened state. "Reporters Without Borders cannot find words strong enough to describe the latest statements from the Iranian justice system," the group said in a statement. "They dare to say that, since the man responsible for Kazemi's murder was acquitted -- at a rigged trial -- it proves that Zahra Kazemi died accidentally! "This reasoning goes beyond the ridiculous and amounts to an affront." Reporters Without Borders called for an independent judge in Iran to set up a full investigation into the incident. 

Canadian officials on Wednesday immediately rejected Iran's latest statements as without credibility, in the latest twist in a case which has plunged diplomatic relations between Ottawa and Tehran into crisis. 

Iran's reformist government earlier concluded that the 54-year-old photographer died in July 2003 from a brain haemmorrhage caused by a blow to her skull after her arrest for taking photos outside a prison. Nobel Prize-winning lawyer Shirin Ebadi, who is representing Kazemi's family in the case, has rejected the judiciary's theory. On Saturday, 42-year-old Mohammad Reza Aghdam Ahmadi, an intelligence agent accused of dealing the fatal blow to Kazemi, was acquitted. The judiciary, locked in a showdown with the government over the case, said there was only one explanation for Kazemi's death: "This is that the incident leading to the death of the late Kazemi was because of a drop in her blood sugar level caused by her hunger strike, thus making her fall from a standing position and get hurt," it said. 

Canada said Tuesday that it would ask the European Union and the United Nations to press Iran for a more satisfactory resolution to the case.

But Kazemi's family has accused the government of going soft on Iran, and is demanding the expulsion of the Iranian ambassador to Ottawa and that the case be taken to the International Court of Justice.
CEP Supports Kazemi Family 

OTTAWA, July 29 /CNW Telbec/ - Canada's largest union of media workers has called on the Federal Government to expel the Iranian ambassador over their government's handling of the murder of photojournalist Zahara Kazemi.

"The Kazemi case on its own merits justifies the strongest measures possible from our government," said Peter Murdoch, media vice president of the Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union of Canada. "But it also serves to highlight the dangerous plight of journalists in general in Iran and we feel the Canadian Government should stand by the free and open coverage of events in every part of the globe."

150 arrested in Mashad wedding party

Jomhouri Islami daily, July 28, Mashad-Iran – One hundred and fifty men and women participating in a mixed wedding party were arrested in Mashad. 

RSF backs journalists' protest calling for press freedom

Reporters sans frontières Statement, July 27 - Reporters Without Borders declared its "firm" support for a sit-in by more than 200 journalists in Teheran on 26 July that it called a "courageous and determined" protest against the suspension a week earlier of reformist daily papers Vaghayeh ettefaghieh and Jomhouriat and against new pressure from the hardline judiciary to purge the media....

The worldwide press freedom organisation said Mortazavi, who has the full support of the country's Supreme Guide, had drawn up a black list to try to stop journalists on papers that were closed from working on other papers. "This is a clever trick to gag all reformist journalists and we strongly condemn such blackmailing of newspapers by the judiciary," it said.
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Zahra Kazemi stands before one his mother's pictures taken at a refugee camp in Syria during an exibition November 2003 in Montreal. Zahra Kazemi died in custody following her arrest for reporting on a prison innorthern Teheran.(AFP/File/Normand Blouin)











