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Widespread arrests of teenagers in Iran

Rouydad website, Aug. 2 – The arrests are carried out by the State Security Forces stationed on Mashad (Major North Eastern City in Iran). These forces, which wear official and civilian clothes, are all equipped with batons, wacky talkies and handcuffs. They walk among the youth and take any boy or girl whom they determine has unsuitable hair, beard, clothes or appearance to a number of cage-like buses or mini-buses, which are parked exactly at the intersections. They are permitted to use any kind of violence including using batons in the case of resistance. There are also a number of judges in the buses who quickly and in a matter of minutes issue sentences and order the transfer of the detainees to detention centers.

According to witnesses, as of Friday afternoon, a number of buses filled with teenagers were transferred to detention centers.
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Intimidating wall graffiti against women and girls in North Tehran

Rouydad website, Aug. 2 – Witnesses say that there are intimidating wall graffiti against women and girls in some regions of North Tehran. 

The graffiti written in large red letters say: “Improper veiling – two months imprisonment, bare feet – 74 lashes”.

Tehran's municipality, which is charged with dealing with these situations, has refrained from cleaning the slogans written by anonymous groups.

Iran - Time for steely resolve

Toronto Star, Aug. 2, Rambod Behboodi - Canada must enlist the help of international community to force Tehran to tell truth about Zahra Kazemi's death

"Now that the court has acquitted the only suspect in the case of Ms. Zahra Kazemi ... only one theory is left: As a result of her hunger strike, her blood sugar dropped, she fainted and hit her head on the ground, and this fall caused the skull fracture (from which she died)." 

This brilliant work of Cartesian deduction was the response of the prosecutor general of Tehran to the offer of the Iranian government to help identify Kazemi's murderer... 

After all, the statement also makes incendiary references to the case of Keyvan Tabesh, an Iranian-Canadian killed in an altercation with B.C. police. This new-found respect for the lives of its citizens is particularly rich coming from a regime that has committed tens of thousands of its own youth to the gallows on trumped-up charges, and that routinely dispatches assassins to gun down or decapitate its opposition in exile. 

There is added irony: The statement noting that no killer has been identified in the case of Zahra Kazemi is issued by the office of the man who has been personally implicated in her torture and murder....

Thousands of students, academics, researchers, teachers and workers are still languishing in prisons, detention centers and torture chambers, often without trial or even charges, regardless of the noble exhortations of the Iranian Constitution.... 

If earlier this week we thought differently, because of yet another soothing offer by the "reformist" government, now surely we know better: This regime is incorrigible. Like a petulant bully, it cannot be reasoned with but must be disciplined. 

Let us no longer threaten or accuse; the time for rhetoric is passed. Let us, instead, put to work our good name in support of a good cause, and let us make common cause with others who are disgusted by what goes on in Tehran. 

Let us channel our justified outrage not into rage, but into concerted action to bring the criminals at the helm of the Islamic regime to heel. 

If it is to be economic or trade sanctions against the Islamic Republic, let us put them in place, with little fanfare but steely resolution. If it is to be international isolation and humiliation, let us put our diplomatic network to work, with no haste but firm determination. 

And if the time has come that the Iranian ambassador should be expelled, let us neither falters nor flatter. To end a friendship, or any relationship, is hard, but where the conduct of an outlaw regime leaves no choice, then the most difficult path must be followed. 

So be it. And good riddance. 

Rambod Behboodi is a Canadian lawyer practicing and teaching in Geneva, Switzerland.

[image: image4.jpg]


Editor released on bail over a year after arrest

Agence France Presse, Aug. 3, Tehran - An Iranian newspaper editor arrested more than a year ago for publishing a front-page photograph of banned opposition People's Mujahedeen leader Maryam Rajavi has been freed after paying a huge bail, his wife told AFP Tuesday….

According to the media watchdog Reporters Without Borders (RSF), Jamshidi was kept in solitary confinement for more than 200 days during his 13 months behind bars, and was also barred from receiving visits from family or lawyers for several months.

The flamboyant editor sparked outrage last year when he used a wire agency photograph of Rajavi being freed on bail by a French court. It showed Rajavi smiling, clutching a bouquet of flowers and being cheered by delighted supporters. 

   Iran 3rd country in suicide rate
Iran daily, Aug. 5 – The World Health Organization introduced Iran as the third country with high suicide rate after Colombia and India in 2001.  

Cracking down on music, again 

Agence France Presse, Aug. 8, Tehran - The judiciary in the western Iranian province of Hamedan has ordered that anyone caught playing thumping tunes in their cars should be subject to jail terms or lashes, the official news agency IRNA said Sunday.

"Playing any type of music loud in the vehicles is regarded as a crime and violators will be dealt by legal measures," the agency quoted Hamedan province's judiciary as saying in a statement.

"The creation of any noise or racket, or unusual behavior that disturbs public order and calm are considered crimes which deserve imprisonment from three months to one year with 74 lashes," the statement said.
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