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Afghanistan braces for poll test
(CNN) United Nations-Tuesday, September 7, 2004: 
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Election officials in Afghanistan have announced the start of nationwide campaigning for the troubled nation's October 9 presidential election. The Joint Electoral Management Body (JEMB), which includes representatives of the United Nations and Afghanistan, said the campaigning would end on October 7.

A senior U.N. official, Filippo Grandi, said he was pleased with the registration of voters and the nominating of presidential candidates. There are 10.5 million Afghan registered to vote, including 4.3 million women. Voters will have a field of 18 candidates to choose from, including the current president, Hamid Karzai. Grandi noted that the group of candidates is varied, representing different political points of view, ethnicities and genders.
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Fears grow for Italian hostages

BBC News- September 8, 2004- Concern is growing for two Italian women aid workers taken hostage in Iraq by gunmen who stormed their Baghdad offices in broad daylight. The Pope called for the two women to be safely returned home unharmed at his regular Wednesday audience at the Vatican.
Poor Women Gave Chavez His Win in Venezuela 
WOMENSENEWS-September 6 2004- Poor Venezuelan women, thankful for the Cuban-style social programs of President Hugo Chavez, have provided him with crucial support. But the populist president is by no means popular with all of the country's women.
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Afghan presidential candidate Masooda Jalal (L) greets women during the first day of election campaign in Kabul September 7, 2004. The official month-long campaign for Afghanistan’s first-ever directs presidential election opened on Tuesday in what will be a major test of U.S.-led nation-building efforts since the 2001 ouster of the Taliban. REUTERS/Stringer �
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Pari andTorretta worked on a water and school project











