[image: image1.jpg]-

Women's Freedom Forum




Women's Freedom Forum Inc,

 No. 108 – September 15, 2004

[image: image2.jpg]


Women’s rights debate kicks up a political storm
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AFP, September 13 – Kabul -- Nearly three years after the fall of the hard-line Islamic Taliban regime in Afghanistan as millions of women prepare to vote in upcoming elections, even debating women's rights remains an issue fraught with difficulty.  Abdul Latif Pedram, a French-speaking poet who returned from exile and is standing for president in the October 9 elections kicked up a political storm earlier this month by calling for a debate over a woman's right to call for a divorce.  Afghanistan's Supreme Court accused Pedram of blasphemy and called for him to be barred from the country's first presidential election.

The head of the Supreme Court's publication department Waheed Mujda said calling for a debate on women's right to divorce was "against Sharia."
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Women win the boardroom battle
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CNN, September 15 – According to the latest survey of British workers, released on Wednesday, the gender gap in the office is narrowing. More women are at work than ever before and there is greater female influence at senior management level, as well as in the boardroom.  The figures also show that more women are breaking through the so-called "glass ceiling" and creating a "boardroom greenhouse effect" as companies warm to the idea of women in management roles.
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Turkey rejects adultery ban after EU, women protest 

Associated Press, September 15 – ANKARA, Turkey -- Turkey's government backed off its plan to outlaw adultery after criticism within the European Union and a march on parliament Tuesday by hundreds of outraged Turkish women.  Turkey's leader has argued an adultery law would protect the family and women who have been wronged. But women's groups counter that such a law would be used against women -- who they say could be imprisoned and lose custody of their children. They say the measure would encourage ''honor killings.'' 

Taiwanese group that helps abused women wins Asia-Pacific NGO award

Associated Press, September 16- A Taiwanese non-governmental group that provides shelter for abused women won the first Asia-Pacific NGO award Thursday, organizers said. 

The Garden of Hope Foundation received a US$10,000 (euro 8,200) prize, which was presented by U.S.-based financial giant Citigroup and the British-based Resource Alliance, a network that helps nonprofit groups mobilize funds and resources. 

The foundation provides affordable housing for women and girls who are victims of rape, incest and other violence. 

Iran Arrests 80 Evangelicals, Amid Fears of New Crackdown on Christians 

BosNewsLife News Center, September 10 – TEHRAN, IRAN -- Iranian police invaded the annual conference of Iran’s Assemblies of God and arrested at least 80 church leaders at the church’s denominational center near Tehran as part of the worst crack down on evangelical believers in a decade. Although most of the evangelical leaders were released, ten male pastors were still in custody, and their whereabouts are unknown to their families, who have not been allowed to contact them, the Compass news agency said.

"As the world’s only theocracy, Iran has strictly proscribed the activities of its evangelical Christian citizens, closing down their churches and arresting known converts to Christianity. Under Islamic law, apostates who leave Islam are subject to the death penalty," Compass commented.
Iranian Nobel Peace Prize Winner Says Human Rights Ignored by Tehran

Voice of America, September 10 – Human rights activist, Shirin Ebadi, says Iran has signed international treaties protecting young people from execution, but constantly ignores the agreements. Ms. Ebadi spoke at a news conference in Vienna. She said Iran's legal system is not in tune with the country's international obligations. 

The Nobel Peace Prize Winner says women are also victims of discrimination by the Iranian justice system. As an example Ms. Ebadi said women injured in a car accident only receive half the compensation paid out to men involved in similar cases. 


Thousands rally in Brussels against Iran government

Reuters, September 13 – BRUSSELS -- Thousands of opponents of the Iranian government demonstrated in Brussels on Monday, demanding the European Union harden its policy on Tehran.

Female directors still only account for 13 percent of all boardroom positions








Staff of the International Organization for Migration (IOM) show a poster showing reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan in a campaign to motivate women refugees to take part in the upcoming presidential elections of Afghanistan on Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2004 in Peshawar, Pakistan. More than 1 million refugees in Pakistan and Iran will be able to vote in Afghanistan's first direct presidential elections. (AP Photo/B.K.Bangash)





An Iranian woman holds a dove during a protest outside a European Union foreign ministers meeting in Brussels September 13, 2004. REUTERS/Yves Herman
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