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Uncertain origins
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BBC World NEWS, September 23 - Yezidi Kurds--Yezidis are an ancient, pre-Islamic sect of uncertain origin. They worship the "peacock god" Melek Taus, known more commonly as Lucifer, whom they do not consider a fallen angel. This is Pusur Uzmanyan, 60, who is the head of the family. She has 10 children and 40 grandchildren. Like other Yezidis, she and her family live on the edges of the Aragats mountain range in Armenia.
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Iran moves to roll back rights of women
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The New York Times, September 19 - Tehran -- After the legislative session began in June, the 290-member Parliament, including all 12 of the women, abruptly rejected proposals to expand the inheritance right of Iranian women and to adopt the United Nations convention that bans discrimination against women. They also backed away from previous efforts to make "gender equality" a goal of the country's next four-year development plan.
Instead, the new Parliament has called for placing more restrictions on women's attire and on their social freedoms. 
In recent months newspapers have reported that scores of women have been arrested in Tehran, the capital, and around the country because they were wearing what the authorities considered to be un-Islamic dress. Members of Parliament have called for segregating men and women at universities and for other limits on women's activities. Hard-liners have held protests to call for a crackdown on freedoms for women and have contended that women ridicule religious sanctities by violating the dress code.
Thousands rally in Brussels against Iran government 
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Reuters, Sep. 14 - Thousands of opponents of the Iranian government demonstrated in Brussels yesterday, demanding the European Union harden its policy on Tehran and remove a key exiled opposition group from its list of terror groups. Waving banners declaring, "The Mullahs are the terrorists", Iranian exiles called for referring Tehran's nuclear program to the UN Security Council, as Washington is seeking. "We are only demanding that any support for the ruling theocracy, particularly at the expense of the Iranian people and resistance, be halted at once," Maryam Rajavi, one of the main leaders of the exiled Iranian opposition, told the rally.

International Religious Freedom Report 2004 - Iran
US State Department Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, September 15 - There was no substantive change in the status of respect for religious freedom during the period covered by this report. Members of the country's religious minorities--including Sunni and Sufi Muslims, Baha'is, Jews, and Christians--reported imprisonment, harassment, intimidation, and discrimination based on their religious beliefs. Government actions created a threatening atmosphere for some religious minorities, especially Baha'is, Jews, and evangelical Christians.
Canada calls for greater international pressure on Tehran
Agence France Presse, September 5- Tehran -- Iran again hit out at Canada Sunday for complaining about the murder in custody here of Canadian-Iranian photographer Zahra Kazemi, saying Ottawa was only crying "crocodile tears"... 

Canadian Foreign Minister Pierre Pettigrew said that dialogue with the Islamic republic was a "farce" and that greater international pressure should be brought to bear on the clerical regime...

Women key to resolving armed conflicts, Deputy Secretary-General

UN Press Release,DSG/SM/232 ,WOM/1467, September 15 - In her opening remarks, at “Peace Needs Women, and Women Need Justice”, a conference on gender justice in post-conflict situations, delivered today in New York Deputy Secretary-General Louise Fréchette stated:
This conference will seek to make a real connection between strategic policies and local realities.  It will strive to make negotiations and deliberations about post-conflict situations answerable to the needs of women in post-conflict societies.
We know from our experience of modern conflict that women and girls suffer its impact increasingly and disproportionately.  
They are usually neither the initiators of conflict nor the wagers of war, and yet they are specifically targeted, often as a way to humiliate the adversary and break the morale and resistance of whole societies.
While women are often the first victims of armed conflict, they must also and always be recognized as a key to the solution.  We must strive to integrate their concerns more effectively in peace processes worldwide, and achieve women’s full, equal and effective participation in those processes.

Pakistan: Women urged to condemn Iraqi abductors

The Daily Times, September 2 - The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan condemned the kidnapping of two French journalists by terrorists in Iraq and urged Muslim women to raise their voice against such attacks.
"It is important that Muslim women around the world make it clear that the militants guilty of barbarianism in Iraq do not represent them," said a statement issued by the commission. 
"They should make it absolutely clear that these insurgents do not speak for their political and religious concerns. Their actions have already tarnished the image of Islam and threaten to inflict still more damage in the future." 
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These conservative Iranian women were elected to Parliament in a sweep by hard-liners in the last election. - NYT
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