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2 Abducted Italian Women Freed in Iraq After 3 Weeks
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The New York Times, September 28 - Rome--Two Italian women held hostage in Iraq for three weeks were freed today, Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of Italy announced. Two Iraqi colleagues abducted with the women were also released.

"Finally a moment of joy," Mr. Berlusconi said here in a statement.

"The girls are safe and already tonight they could return to their loved ones." 

"Our behavior was unimpeachable," he said. "We dedicated ourselves night and day to obtain this result. All of Italy, majority and opposition, gave a strong sign of unity."

The prime minister said he had called the families to give them the news. Three other hostages seized this month, all Egyptians, were also freed, news agencies reported today.

The two Italian women, Simona Pari and Simona Torretta, were both hooded and released in two different places, according to the Italian news agency ANSA.

Southern Afghan women urged to vote despite threats, fears
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Agence France Presse, September 27- Kandahar -- Female election commission educators in the southern Afghan city of Kandahar are persistent and brave, ignoring threats each day they criss-cross the city to convince women to vote. 

This morning, the main question concerns threats of violence around the polls which Taliban militants have pledged to disrupt. 

"We have great concerns about our security," says one woman. "We have small children, we are scared for them." 

"We are happy with Karzai. Since he came to power women can work, go to school, but we are concerned about security and suicide attacks," explains another. 

In the five southern provinces including Kandahar by mid-August, five days before registration ended, 1.2 million cards had been distributed with just 230,000, or 20 percent, going to women. 

However, decades of conflict have left many widows, and women make up the majority of the population.

Of four average family women questioned by AFP in Kandahar who said they wouldn't vote, one said her husband prohibits her from leaving the house, two others because their mother does not want them to vote and the fourth said she was against the election. 

Another, more obvious, division is displayed between urban and rural residents, explains Fatima Jailani, who supervises the civic education of the women of Kandahar. 

In the village of Loya Wala, near Kandahar, "Three months ago, a woman was given a (registration) card. 

"Her husband came home and she showed the card. She was beaten and sent back to her mother's house with the two children," she says.

Bulgarian Trafficking Victims Face Hard Homecoming

WeNews, September 26, 2004 – Sofia-- Bulgaria is already seeing the outcomes of the first legislation passed to combat trafficking, a problem which affects tens of thousands of women in the Eastern European country. But despite these advances, public sympathy for the victims remains low.

Elena doesn't talk much about her time outside Bulgaria. Tricked into forced prostitution in Western Europe by a job advertisement calling for secretaries in 2002, Elena spent nine months in bondage before escaping and making her way home.

"It was a hell I would like to forget," says the slim 23-year-old, who asked to use a pseudonym. "But the difficulties I am facing now just seem to make that impossible."

Even though Elena's family was glad to have her back home, she's found the readjustment immensely difficult; the attitudes of both herself and her loved ones changed.

Elena is not alone. Aid organizations estimate as many as 15,000 Bulgarian women have fallen into the hands of traffickers since this small Balkan nation emerged from behind the Iron Curtain in 1992, with thousands more falling victim every year. Like women from other Eastern European and former Soviet countries, Bulgarian victims of sex trafficking rarely find their way home; less than 5 percent of the victims have returned. While new legislation with stricter punishments of traffickers hopes to address the problem, there is little public sympathy for returning victims. They are almost always viewed as willing participants to their forced prostitution.

Limitations on admission of girl students in Universities on the agenda in Iranian Parliament
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Iran Mania, September 28, 2004- London -- The Iranian Parliament has put imposition of limitations concerning the admission of girl students in universities in certain fields on its agenda, Iran Emrooz reported.

According to Iran Emrooz Internet site the conservative-dominated parliament justified the decision by saying that certain majors are not suitable for women due to their physical characteristics. 

Veterinary is one of the fields, which according to the defenders of the plan is more fitting for men rather than women. 
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