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Kenyan Environmentalist Wins Nobel Prize for Peace

The New York Times, October 8, 2004- OSLO – Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan woman who started an environmental movement that has planted 30 million trees in Africa and who has campaigned for women's rights and greater democracy in her home country, today won the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize.

She is the first African woman to win the peace prize since it was first awarded in 1901. Announcing the award here, the Nobel committee chairman, Ole Danbolt Mjoes, said Ms. Maathai "represents an example and a source of inspiration for everyone in Africa fighting for sustainable development, democracy and peace."

"Maathai stood up courageously against the former oppressive regime in Kenya," the Nobel committee said. "Her unique forms of action have contributed to drawing attention to political oppression” 

In 1995, at the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, she joined the late Bella Abzug, her longtime activist friend from New York, and a thousand other women in a march to draw attention to the problem of violence against women around the world.

After a Long Wait, Afghan Women Step Up to Vote
The Los Angeles Times, October 10, 2004 - KABUL– It began as a slow, cautious trickle, but by midmorning Saturday the line of voters at Zarghona High School had become a great surge of pale blue burkas as hundreds of Afghan women exercised their right to vote for president for the first time. 

Polls opened at 7 a.m. and by 9, a line of about 300 women was snaking into [image: image3.jpg]
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the large schoolyard, not far from a separate polling station for men, which was also busy. After an hour of waiting, though, many of the women lost patience and pushed their way to the doors of the booth, demanding to know what was causing the holdup. 

The women came from all walks of life. Some were teachers or civil servants; others were illiterate homemakers. Some wore burkas, the head-to-toe coverings; others wore Western-style fashions. Some of the younger voters came with their friends, and others with small children. 
Few of the women were old enough to remember when Afghan women first gained the right to vote and run for public office in the 1960s, but everyone had expectations of how the election would change their lives. 

Eve of Afghanistan elections - Focus on women's rights

Newsday, October 8, 2004 - KABUL – As Afghanistan began its presidential election campaign several weeks ago, a little-known candidate ignited a nationwide uproar by suggesting that Afghan laws on marriage are unfair to women. Latif Pedram, a leftist writer and philosopher who returned only recently from exile in France, declared on television that polygamy should be banned. He said women should have greater rights in divorce cases. 
Conservative Muslim clerics declared that Pedram's remarks were blasphemous because the marital laws are based on long-held interpretations of Islamic scripture. Afghanistan's senior supreme court judge declared that Pedram had spoken against the Islamic faith and should be disqualified from the presidential race. 

 As Afghanistan holds elections Saturday in its effort to rebuild after years of civil war and extremist Islamic dictatorship, the international role in restoring the state has helped give women's rights unprecedented national attention and legitimacy. And Afghan women say changes in the three years since the overthrow of the Taliban movement have dramatically improved their lives, letting them move and work more freely. 
The constitution passed in December guarantees women equality with men, but women's lives will not be changed so easily. About 57 percent of men and 86 percent of women are illiterate. More than half of Afghan girls marry before they reach the age of 16, according to a recent survey by the government and relief agencies. 
Women's rights campaigns in Afghanistan have ignited violent reactions. In the 1920s, a young Afghan king named Amanullah banned polygamy and ordered that young girls go to school rather than be married off. Tribal leaders, who have been bastions of conservatism, rose up and forced the king into exile.

Once Again, Islamic mullah regime regards women as dirt in Iran

Persian Journal, October 8, 2004 – Fatemeh Haghighat-Pajouh has reportedly been sentenced to death for the murder of her husband, who allegedly tried to rape her then 15 year old daughter from a previous marriage. She is reportedly at risk of imminent execution. 

According to a 6 October report in the Iranian newspaper Etemad, Fatemeh Haghighat-Pajouh murdered her husband in 1997. At her trial she alleged that her husband, identified as a 30 year old man named Bahman, was a drug addict, who had been overtly interested in her 15-year-old daughter. She also told the trial judge that Bahman had said he had lost the girl in a gambling match. When she later discovered that he had tried to rape the girl, she killed him. 

It is not known when Fatemeh Haghighat-Pajouh was arrested. According to the report in Etemad, the sentence has been upheld by the Supreme Court, although it is not known when. In Iran, all death sentences have to be approved by the Supreme Court before they can be implemented. The Etemad report states that her execution is expected to take place in the next few days.

Hundreds of Pakistani Activists Protest Honor Killings 
Ms. Magazine, October 11, 2004- Hundreds of Pakistani women's rights and human rights activists and lawmakers demonstrated outside of the Pakistani parliament in Islamabad last Friday to protest the government’s lack of action against honor killings and violence against women. According to the Associated Press, the protesters urged the government to change laws to contain tougher punishments for family members that kill their female relatives in the name of honor. 
The protesters stated that a reported 4,101 people, mostly women, have been killed in the name of honor in the past six years, noting that the true number of cases that go unreported is much higher. Over 60 cases of honor killings have been reported this year in the Punjab province alone, according Deutsche Presse-Agentur.




Afghan women dressed in traditional burqas cast their vote in a women's polling station in the southern Afghani city of Kandahar Saturday, Oct. 9, 2004. Afghanistan 's historic presidential election opened Saturday, with people across this ethnically diverse land casting the first ballots in an improbable experiment with democracy, and under a Taliban threat of ruinous violence. (AP Photo/Elizabeth Dalziel)
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