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Women run for post-Hussein National Assembly
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Associated Press, October 17, 2004 – BAGHDAD - Salama al Khafaji, a deeply religious woman in an all-enveloping black robe, says that if elected, she'll bring ''bright Islamic thoughts'' to Iraq's legislature. 

On the other hand, Wijdan al Khuzaei, who wears a lavender pantsuit and dyes her hair blond, wants to keep religion out of politics. 

What they and many other potential female candidates have in common in running in the January election is a desire to ensure that Iraqi women vote their own way, not as their husbands demand. 

They have been encouraged by a clause in the interim constitution guaranteeing at least a quarter of the 275 seats in Iraq's new National Assembly to women. 
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The big obstacle in this extremely conservative and deeply religious society is to get women, more than 50 percent of whom are illiterate, to make their own choice at the ballot box. 

Women Barred from Saudi Vote, Election Body Says

Reuters, October 12, 2004- RIYADH – Saudi Arabia's election committee said on Tuesday women will not take part in the country's first nationwide vote, blaming problems over special polling arrangements for women in the conservative Muslim kingdom. 
The widely expected announcement marks a victory for Saudi Arabia's religious establishment, alarmed by even modest reforms in the birthplace of Islam. 
"Because of the shortage of time it is difficult to create favorable conditions for women to participate," Prince Mansour bin Mutib bin Abdul Aziz, head of the general municipal elections committee, told a news conference. 
Saudi men over 21 will be eligible to pick half the members on the municipal councils. The other half will be appointed. 
Relatively few women carry photo identity cards, partly because the pictures show their faces unveiled, and setting up separate women's voting booths for the 178 municipal councils across the country would be a logistic challenge. 
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Picture from Iran
Hambastegimeli.com. October 14, 2004 - Picture depicting young women in Iran’s defiance of the Iranian regime’s misogynous laws, to show their opposition to this regime.


Picture from Iran:


In this picture one can witness young Iranian girls defying the Iranian regime’s misogynous laws to show their opposition to the regime in its entirety.





Picture 1:  Banner in background reads: According to the grand leaders’ Fatwa:


“Women’s cycling is forbidden in public.”





Picture 2: Young Iranian girls cycling in area where the banner has been posted.





Iraqi Public Affairs Minister Nesreen Berwari, right, attends a conference on women's rights in the Green Zone in Baghdad, Iraq, Sunday Oct. 10 2004. (AP Photo/Jim MacMillan)





Picture 2: Young women cycling in front of the banner to show their opposition.
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Picture 2: Young Iranian girls cycling in area where the banner has been posted.





Picture 1: Banner reads: In accordance to the grand leaders Fatwa


“Women’s cycling is forbidden in public.”
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