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 Iran bars women from next year’s presidential poll 
Agence France Presse, October 25, 2004- TEHRAN – Iranian women have been barred from standing in next year’s presidential election after a powerful conservative body stood by its literal interpretation of a single but ambiguous word in the constitution. 

The Guardians Council stipulated that the word ‘rejal’ means “man”, a significant interpretation given that under the constitution the president of the Islamic republic “must be elected from the religious and political ‘rejal’”. “Up until now the Guardians Council’s interpretation of the word is its literal meaning, that is male gender,” a spokesman for the council, Gholamhossein Elham, said. 

“Those who devised the constitution (shortly after the Islamic Revolution in 1979) also discussed this issue and they were mostly concerned with the gender,” he added. 

Women win rights by relying on Koran

The Washington Times, October 18, 2004 – Women's rights advocates have won sweeping reforms of marriage and divorce laws in Morocco and Egypt by basing their arguments on an unlikely source -- the Koran. 

The latest reforms were in Morocco, where the parliament in February approved landmark changes to a 46-year-old family law by granting women property rights in marriage and the right to divorce.

Supporters of the changes -- including King Mohammed VI -- relied on verses from the Koran to support the reform. 

"We showed in Morocco that there is no such thing as a contradiction between Islam and modernity, and there is no contradiction between Islam and equality between men and women," said Aziz Mekouar, Moroccan ambassador to the United States. 

Morocco also raised the minimum age of marriage for women from 15 to 18 -- the same age for men. 

In Egypt, female politicians and activist groups relied on Islamic teachings to help pass changes to the country's personal-status laws, making it easier for women to get a divorce.

Some Turkish women 'back beating'
BBC NEWS, October 22, 2004 - The poll of 8,075 married women by Ankara's Hacettepe University revealed that 39% thought domestic violence was justified in certain circumstances. 

In rural areas, 57% said their spouses were right to beat them, the study funded by the EU and Turkey showed. 

Last month, the Turkish parliament approved legal reforms including heavier punishments for assaults on women, the recognition of rape in marriage and life terms for perpetrators of "honor killings". 

In the poll, women said domestic violence was justified if they argued with their husband, if they spent too much or neglected the children, the Anatolia news agency reports. 
Picture from Iran:


In this picture one can witness young Iranian girls defying the Iranian regime’s misogynous laws to show their opposition to the regime in its entirety.





Picture 1:  Banner in background reads: According to the grand leaders’ Fatwa:


“Women’s cycling is forbidden in public.”





Picture 2: Young Iranian girls cycling in area where the banner has been posted.
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Iranian women wait in line at a polling station in Tehran 20 February 2004. Women in Iran have been barred from standing in next year's presidential election after a powerful conservative body stood by its literal interpretation of a single but ambiguous word in the constitution (AFP/File/Atta Kenare)
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