
[image: image1.jpg]-

Women's Freedom Forum




Women's Freedom Forum Inc,

 No. 116 – November 11, 2004

[image: image2.jpg]


Women offer to replace hostages
BBC, November 11, 2004 - Annetta Flanigan from County Armagh, and her colleagues Filipino Angelito Nayan and Kosovan Shqipe Habibi, were seized in Kabul on 28 October. 

The Army of Muslims, which claims to be holding the three, is demanding the release of 26 Taleban prisoners. 
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Twenty Afghan women, which reportedly include housewives and journalists, have said they are willing to give up their lives to help free them. 

Magazine editor Gulalai Habib told the Reuters news agency on Thursday she made the gesture after seeing a videotape of the frightened women hostages, broadcast on Arabic Al Jazeera TV. 
More journalists jailed 

The New York Times, November 7, 2004- Tehran – Iran has continued its crackdown on journalists, with two arrests in the past week, and has moved against pro-democracy Web sites, blocking hundreds of sites in recent months and making several arrests. 

Mahboubeh Abbas-Gholizadeh, the editor of the magazine Farzaneh and an advocate of expanded rights for women, was arrested Nov. 1 after she returned from London, where she had attended the European Social Forum. 

Fereshteh Ghazi, a journalist for the daily newspaper Etemad, who also writes about women's issues, was arrested four days earlier after she was summoned to court to answer questions, said her husband, Ahmad Begloo. 
Ms. Ghazi wrote a letter in support of a woman who had been sentenced to death for killing a senior security official whom the woman accused of trying to rape her. 
Another of the women, Jamila Mujaheed - a former Kabul Television presenter who edits another magazine - said five women had initially offered to take the place of the hostages. 

"But when other women heard about the group, others came and said 'we are with you'," she said. 

Saudi women still hope to take the wheel 14 years after defiant demonstration 

Agence France Presse, November 5, 2004 – RIYADH - Fourteen years ago on Saturday, 47 Saudi women defied a strict ban on driving in the ultra-conservative kingdom by roaming the capital behind the wheel. 

The daring drivers were swiftly rounded up by police and punished, but many remain unrepentant to this day. "I am ready to take part in a demonstration right now," one former participant told AFP. 

Women are still not allowed to drive in oil-rich Saudi Arabia, despite the absence of any specific law banning them from the driver's seat. 

"I still believe in the idea. It is a right that I will continue to demand," the protester added, requesting anonymity. 

Dr Aisha al-Manea, a driving force behind the protest, also said she "would support every group of women that works to achieve this aim". 

Manea says she hates driving but took part as "a matter of principle". 

Participants in the 1990 protest were severely punished for daring to turn the ignition key. 

Those who had jobs in the public sector were fired by a royal decree. It took them another two years and a half to be reinstated by another royal decree, said a protestor, also requesting anonymity. 
Oldest Profession Is Still One of the Oldest Lures for Young Nigerian Women

New York Times, November 5, 2004- BENIN CITY – For Becky, the issue was not so much what she did all those years working abroad as it was that she came home empty-handed. 

Part of a stream of young women here with pretty faces and bleak futures, Becky stowed away to Italy a decade ago, at age 24, to work as a prostitute. Like many of them, she returned a pauper, deported for a second time by Italian authorities and clipped of all courage to try again.

As far as her friends and neighbors were concerned, there was no shame in the work; the shame was in coming back without a nest egg. "Some people laugh," Becky said. “‘See, she went to Italy and her family chopped the money.' " 

Would it have been different if she had come back loaded? Becky looked bewildered at the question. "Everybody would come and meet me and bow down," she said.

For nearly 20 years, the women of Benin City, an ancient walled town in southern Nigeria, have been going to Italy to work in the sex trade, and every year, the successful ones have been recruiting younger women to follow them. 

The tales of their triumphs roll off people's lips. The Italos, as these women are called here, returned home and built proper houses. They sank private boreholes to supply running water day and night. They introduced shiny new four-wheel drives to the unpaved roads of Benin City.

Some years ago, a popular singer named Ohenhen wrote a hit song celebrating the enormous wealth of a prominent Italo named Dupay and praising her generosity in "sponsoring" younger women to do the same. Like Dupay, the biggest stars of the Italian sex trade don't live here any more.

The extent of their real success seems hardly to matter. What matters much more is the myth of their success and, even more important, that their success can be emulated. Never mind the Beckys who come home with nothing, or, worse still, those who end up beaten or diseased or dead. For many girls in Benin City, the seat of one of West Africa's great old kingdoms, prostitution in Italy has become an entirely acceptable trade. 










Afghan women, who are willing to offer themselves to the captors of the three U.N. workers, gathered in Kabul November 11, 2004.  REUTERS/Ahmad Masood





A Nigerian woman who worked as a prostitute in Italy under the name Princess.
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