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UN Panel Calls For Human Rights Reform In Iran 
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Radio Free Europe, November 18, 2004 - The assembly's human rights committee approved a resolution calling on Iran to carry out widespread reforms required by conventions it has joined. 

Canadian UN ambassador Allan Rock, whose country sponsored the resolution, told RFE/RL that he hoped it would promote change in Iran. 

"For those many who are denied the right to speak out, for those minorities who suffer persecution in silence, for women who face discrimination, hardships, and sometimes physical harm, it is our desire to improve their lives that motivates this resolution," Rock said. 

Afghanistan: New local women's radio to fight gender violence and illiteracy

IRIN, November 16, 2004 – MAIMANA – Sitting around a table with their burqas on chairs, Arefa Zareh, a school teacher and her fellow women were preparing to broadcast the first trial program of Quyash (the Sun), a newly established local women's radio station in the northern city of Maimana. 

Radio Quyash is now one of the four local women's radio stations and one of over 30 independent radio stations in the country. It counts as the only independent media outlet in troubled Maimana, the provincial capital of Faryab. 

The new station is expected to tackle the issues of poverty, illiteracy, forced marriages and the rule of the gun, which are among the major concerns of the local community in Faryab province. 

Egypt: Advances in Women's Rights

Jordan Times, November 15, 2004 - A new family court system recently set up across Egypt will lead to a huge improvement in women's legal rights, advocates say. (Aviva) 

The family courts will replace the century-old institution of personal status courts and their creation marks a significant breakthrough for women, whose rights suffered a blow in 1985 when the government reversed some of their earlier gains. Under the old system, a divorce could be decided by a court but then faced a possible challenge in an appeals court and then a cassation court. Sometimes a divorce was still denied several years after the initial ruling. Such lengthy and often opaque procedures could lead to situations where women who remarried several years after the first ruling found themselves "legally wed" to two men at the same time, the system's critics argued.

Three wives attempt suicide after boot fight

Reuters, Nov. 21, 2004- Tehran - All three wives of a 67-year-old Iranian man took overdoses in an unsuccessful triple suicide attempt after the youngest wife bought an expensive pair of boots, a news agency reported on Sunday. 

"My two other wives were very jealous after my 27-year-old wife bought a pair of boots for $450," the husband was quoted as saying by the ISNA student news agency. 

"After they had an argument about the price, they all attempted suicide together," he added. 

All three women, now in stable condition in hospital, have separate apartments and cars. 

Men in Iran, where Islamic law has been in force since 1979, can marry up to five wives.

Rally in Support of Freedom and Democracy

Council for Freedom and Democracy in Iran- On November 19, 2004, fifteen thousand Iranian-Americans, many of whom have had members of their family executed by the Iranian regime, held a rally in Washington D.C. starting at freedom plaza, marching through Pennsylvania Avenue and ending at Upper Senate Park to express their support for freedom and democracy in Iran, to condemn Iran’s nuclear ambition and in support of the rights of women and minorities.  

The rally attended by many prominent American and European figures including, Con. Thomas Tancredo (R-CO), Con. Bob Filner (D-CA), Ambassador James Akins, Professor Raymond Tanter, David Ames, MP, distinguished Iraqi guests, and renown Iranian figures began at 10 am and was ended after a unforgettable performance by Paula Corrado and Vann Johnson.  

Many took this opportunity to condemn Iran’s nuclear program, terrorism, violation of human rights and violation of women’s rights by holding banners with slogans such as “A-bomb for Iran, Nightmare for the world”, “In Iran: Cry is freedom, regime change”, and “Women, victims of gender apartheid in Iran”.
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This unprecedented event was covered extensively in the media by media outlets such as CNN, Fox News, MSNBC, NBC Nightly News, WUSA, AP, APTV, Reuters, AFP, The Washington Post, The Washington Times, The New York Times, Miami Herald, the Guardian and many others.
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