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Women facing imminent stoning, death by hanging in Iran   

Iran Focus, Nov. 30, 2004 – TEHRAN – The Supreme Court of Iran has upheld a stoning sentence for a woman accused of adultery. Hajieh Esmailvand has been serving prison time in the town of Jolfa (Northwestern Iran) since Jan. 2000 for having an affair with a 17-year-old boy. 

Originally she had been sentenced to 5 years imprisonment and ‘death by hanging’; however the Supreme Court subsequently changed the verdict from ‘death by hanging’ to ‘death by stoning’. 

One informed source told Iran Focus that the Supreme Court has ordered that the remainder of Hajieh’s prison sentence be annulled so that the stoning sentence can be carried out ‘before December 21, 2004’. 

The boy whom Hajieh had the affair with is also on death row awaiting official orders to be hanged in public. His identity has not been made clear. 

The Supreme Court has also upheld the death sentence for a 24-year-old woman called Najmeh Vosoogh Razavi who was studying law in university. Najmeh is to be hanged in public next week. 

On Nov. 20 a female member of Iran’s parliament (Majlis) was quoted by state-run newspapers as saying, “if 10 prostitutes were executed, there would be no more prostitutes on the streets”.
UN officials harp on violence against women globally

Angola Press, Nov. 25, 2004 - NEW YORK – As the world marked International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, UN officials led by Secretary-General Kofi Annan Thursday called for building a world in which women enjoy rights and freedoms on equal basis with men. 

"Violence against women is global in reach, and takes place in all societies and cultures," Annan said in a statement marking the Day. 

"It affects women no matter what their race, ethnicity, social origin, birth or other status may be." 

Noting that gender-based violence was particularly pervasive in situation of armed conflicts, when women and girls become victims of rape and other forms of sexual violence, Annan said ending the impunity for such crimes was an important step. 

CONGO: Women raise their voices against violence 

IRIN, Nov. 29, 2004 – BRAZZAVILLE – Hundreds of Congolese women appealed to their government on Saturday for better protection against gender-based violence, a persistent problem despite the end of years of fighting in the country. 

The appeal was made at a rally of women’s organizations in the capital, Brazzaville, two days after the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. The organizations called for tougher laws against offenders; the improvement of information and prevention mechanisms and a national program to allow victims and offenders to reintegrate into society. 

They also called for other initiatives - outside the prison system - to address gender-based violence. 
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Fox vows help to kin of slain women

Associated Press, Nov. 25, 2004- MEXICO CITY – President Vicente Fox has ordered top officials to give more help and information to relatives of scores of women slain under gruesome circumstances in northern Mexico. 

Fox made the promises Wednesday evening as he met a group of mothers of the victims from Ciudad Juarez and Chihuahua City.

Emphasizing the importance of the issue, which has created international outrage, Fox summoned several Cabinet secretaries to the meeting and canceled a previously scheduled meeting of his full Cabinet on other topics.
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"Violence against women is not a private problem," Fox said in a follow-up speech during a ceremony Thursday to commemorate the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women.

"It is a public affair ... a problem of human rights," he said.

Campaign to promote women's rights launched

New Kerala, Nov. 25, 2004- NEW DELHI – Hundreds of women here started a 16-day campaign on women's rights Thursday, marking the International Day for Elimination of Violence against Women. 

Activists from more than 15 NGOs, college students and welfare groups launched the campaign with a silent prayer for women victims of violence near the India Gate. 

The campaign, running for the eighth year, will be organized through processions, street theatres and film screenings. It will end Dec 10, the International Day for Human Rights. 

"We want a law to protect our rights and dignity. Women must get equality and respite from violence if the country has to progress," said Sharada, a victim of domestic violence who now works with the NGO Action India. 

Saudi women call for protection against domestic violence

Agence France Presse, Nov. 25, 2004- RIYADH – As the UN's Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women approaches, Saudi women are calling for urgent state policies to protect victims of domestic violence in the conservative Muslim kingdom. 

Statistics on the number of women who suffer domestic violence, either from their husbands or other male relatives, are unavailable in Saudi Arabia, but a select group of activists are determined that things must change. 

"When a woman is beaten, she does not speak out because that brings shame to her family" even when she is admitted to hospital, psychiatrist Madeha al-Ajroush told AFP ahead of the UN day on Thursday. 

She said she wants to see government policies introduced so that the court system and police can process cases of domestic violence and protect women. 

Saudi women who are brave enough to file a complaint with police end up with no protection from their abusers unless their immediate families can step into the breach, she said. 
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Exhibition by Jordanian Women
Hello Magazine, Nov. 24, 2004- Jordan's Queen Rania joined French first lady Bernadette Chirac in Paris for the inauguration of a display of interior design products created by Jordanian women.

The queen toured the exhibit, which was organized by a women's rights foundation she chairs.

Accompanied by Mme Chirac, Rania viewed a selection of handicrafts designed for interior decoration and made by Jordanian women in an effort to earn income and improve their families' livelihoods. The pieces are simple yet contemporary and are inspired by traditional Jordanian and Islamic motifs.

Rania is currently accompanying her husband King Abdullah II on a working tour of European countries this week, which will include Britain, Luxembourg and Belgium. 

Mrs. Mubarak on Women's Movement for Peace conference 

Arabic News, Nov. 26, 2004 – Chairperson of the Suzanne Mubarak Women's Movement for Peace, Egypt's First Lady Suzanne Mubarak chaired in Geneva yesterday the closing session of the International conference of "Women Defending Peace" which the Movement organized in cooperation with the Swiss government. 

She thanked those who took part in the conference and appreciated their efforts to render it a success. 

”You have dared to establish a Global coalition of Women Defending Peace; this is a stride forward in mobilizing international action to prevent violence against women and children during armed conflicts. 

I am confident that this campaign will enable women to take their rightful seats at tables of peace negotiations”, added Mrs. Mubarak. 

"The numerous alliances, movements and groups working in fields related to women, peace and security will now be able to join forces around a common aim and objective," she said. 

 The International conference on women for peace ratified Wednesday all the closing session chaired by Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak a plan of action, launching the global coalition of women for defending peace. 

Singapore commemorates International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women

Radio Singapore International, Nov. 25, 2004 - Today is International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women. 

In Singapore, the day was commemorated in conjunction with the 2-week White Ribbon Campaign, which works to end violence against women. 

Organized by the Association of Women for Action and Research, or AWARE, volunteers distributed white ribbons, brochures and stickers at many locations in Singapore, to spread awareness of the campaign’s cause. 

Although the campaign was started in Canada in 1991 by a man, there is only one man in the White Ribbon Campaign’s subcommittee here. 

Tunisia Women Make Strides in Government and Work Force

VOA News, Nov. 24, 2004- Throughout the ancient medina of Tunis, while women prepare to sell carpets made by hand, they are also active in other realms of Tunisian life. More women than ever before are entering the halls of parliament as a result of last month's election. 

Tunisian women have been active in public life and the work force for decades. Hela is a 25-year-old electrical engineering student from Tunis. “If you are a woman, you can do anything,” she said. “You can go to school. You can become a doctor. You can become a lawyer. You can vote. You can drive your car. Women have the same right of owning their own properties and running their own business. In Tunisia, you can see women everywhere, in every field, in politics including ministers and ambassadors. They are very active in the government.” 

Isobel Coleman of the Council on Foreign Relations in New York specializes in women's issues. She says Mr. Bourguiba single-handedly changed the role of women in Tunisian society, much as Mustafa Kemal Ataturk did in modern Turkey. “Tunisia is a country that has been able to push through a lot of these progressive policies on women because it had a very autocratic leader that believed in them and pushed it on its people. Women are now reaching a status in society where they feel comfortable running for office and society feels comfortable putting them there.” 

President Bourguiba outlawed polygamy and restricted the tradition of arranged marriages. He also encouraged equal education for men and women. 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women Around the World


Mexican first lady Marta Sahagun talks during a ceremony marking the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, in Mexico City, Mexico Thursday Nov. 25, 2004. (AP Photo/Jaime Puebla)
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