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Iranian Students Vent Frustration at Khatami

Reuters, Dec. 6, 2004 - TEHRAN – Students, once the backbone of Iran's reformist movement, heckled and harangued President Mohammad Khatami Monday, accusing him of lacking the courage to deliver promised democratic reforms in the Islamic state. 

"Khatami, shame on you," "Students are wise, they detest Khatami," groups shouted as the moderate cleric attempted to address some 1,500 students at Tehran University. 
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Khatami, visibly shaken by the students' anger, defended his record and criticized powerful hard-liners who have jailed dissidents, closed newspapers and rejected key reform bills. 

Analysts say Khatami, once seen by the West as a potential leader of change in the Islamic Republic, is serving out his final months as a virtual political lame duck. 

At times booed by the boisterous crowd jammed into a lecture theater, Khatami lashed out with uncharacteristic anger when chants interrupted his speech.  "Khatami himself is responsible for the problems created in the country," said Zahra, 19, a student of mechanical engineering. "He did not behave properly." 
Libya Blocks Visit by Rights Group

Human Rights Watch, Dec. 7, 2004 – The Libyan government has blocked a scheduled visit by a Human Rights Watch research team. The team was slated to begin a three-week fact-finding trip on Tuesday, but the Libyan government has withheld the visas, Human Rights Watch said today. "The Libyan government says it is opening to the world, but it behaves as if there is much to hide," said Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East director at Human Rights Watch. "They are letting in oil companies and tourists, but keeping out human rights groups." 

Internal repression remains intense. Libyan law bans independent political parties, associations and media. Torture is common, and hundreds of political prisoners are behind bars after trials that were deeply flawed. 

Human Rights Watch planned to investigate the cases of political prisoners. On Wednesday, an appeals chamber of the special "People's Court," which tries political cases, upheld the sentences for the group, including for two university professors sentenced to death. 

Two specialists from Human Rights Watch planned to investigate the human rights conditions of women and the government's treatment of migrants and refugees.
Saudi women take to the skies
BBC News - When she arrives, she will climb into the cabin of a jet aircraft as Saudi Arabia's first female pilot. 

Ms Hindi has signed a contract with the private airline of Prince al-Walid bin Talal, a nephew of King Fahd. 

The reformist Prince paid for her pilot's studies in Jordan and she is expected to graduate in mid-2005. 

"Women are very capable of taking on any job previously monopolised by men", Ms Hindi said in a statement. 

"Women have more chance to work and to do different kinds of work", she said in an interview with the BBC. 

She encouraged other Saudi women to try and achieve their ambitions. 

An Iranian student complains to Iranian President Khatami that students are not being allowed into the auditorium during a gathering with university students in Tehran Dec. 6, 04. Students barracked and harangued President Khatami on Monday, accusing him of lacking the courage to deliver promised democratic reforms in the Islamic state. REUTERS/Morteza Nikoubazl








Hanadi Hindi hopes to become the first female to fly a Saudi Arabian Airlines plane. (AFP)
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