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Tsunami-Women and girls most at risk from waterborne diseases

Independent, Jan. 1, 2005- Women and girls may bear the brunt of a "second wave" of the disaster in south Asia if the devastation wreaked by the tsunami is followed by the outbreak of disease, aid agencies warned yesterday.

Health risks from contaminated drinking water and the destruction of hospitals and clinics could hit the female population of the stricken countries disproportionately, officials said.
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Experience from previous disasters such as the earthquake in Bam, Iran, last year and the hurricane that struck the Caribbean in September has shown that women and girls suffered most, according to the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

Women were more vulnerable to poor nutrition, at risk from anemia and, as care-givers, had more people dependent on them. "To assume they can compete for food and resources in emergencies are not right," said Sultan Aziz, director of the Asia and Pacific region for UNFPA.
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Conference says democratic election is vital to women

 in fight against fundamentalism 

Al-Iraq Al-Yoom daily, Jan. 1, 2005 - Iraq – The Association of Future Women of Iraq held its first conference today at Baghdad's Al-Alawiya club. The meeting was entitled, "Women and their role in the future democratic Iraq."…

The conference discussed Iraq's upcoming elections, stressing the need to establish a democratic rule in Iraq to secure women's rights in the country's 

future constitution. They emphasized the danger of fundamentalism as the main threat to security and democracy and as the main enemy of women in Iraq. The conference also condemned all forms of abuse of Islam to deprive women of their rights. Also discussed was the impact of foreign meddling on the process of Iraqi elections.

The conference also discussed the need to learn from the experience of progressive organizations, including the People's Mojahedin Organization of Iran, in their fight against fundamentalism to achieve women's rights. 

Women looked upon as objects 
Shargh Daily, Dec. 30, 2004–Members of Iran’s Majlis have urgently passed a plan which will create a marriage committee.  One of the responsibilities of this committee will be to set the maximum marriage-portion of girls by their district.  In other words, the marriage-portion of girls will differ in different regions of the country, which only means that women will be looked upon as objects to be sold and bought.  The members of Majlis have stated that their objective is to make marriage easier for the youth, but if this is so why is there a difference between marriage-portion for girls in different areas.  Setting different marriage-portions for different areas will create somewhat of a social contempt toward women in certain areas.  Secondly, the human dignity of people, men and women is not something that we can place a price on.  In a time where many countries like India are trying to create equality within their society, what is the message of a plan signed by members of the Majlis which creates social classes in society?  What is surprising is that 10 female members of the Majlis have signed this plan. 
Saudi women barred from polls demand municipal appointment

AFP, Jan. 4, 2005 - RIYADH – Saudi women, who are banned from participating in this year's landmark polls to elect half the members of the kingdom's municipal councils, are demanding representation through appointment by the government. 

Women's rights activists have written to the chairman of the General Committee for Municipal Elections (GCME), Prince Mansur bin Miteb, "demanding the appointment of women" to the new councils, Hatoon al-Fassi said Tuesday. 

And the women do not want to see merely a symbolic representation with "one woman here and another there," but insist that all the appointed members be female, she told AFP. 

"We are demanding the maximum (possible) and we believe it is our right," said Fassi, a history lecturer at King Saud University. 

Fatin Bundagji, who in September announced her candidacy, said "there is still room to consider appointing women" if there was not ample time to prepare for their participation in the vote. 

"It is about female representation ... If the ultimate aim is to bring participation to all citizens, then they (government) should take into consideration the women who represent over 50 percent of the population," she told AFP. 

Fidel V. Ramos cites role of women in nation’s history & development

Manila Bulletin, Jan. 3, 2004 – Former President Fidel V. Ramos yesterday cited the role of women in the country’s progress as the centennial of the Philippine feminist movement is marked today at the National Federation of Women’s Clubs building in Ermita, Manila, and on Jan. 6 at the Manila Hotel. 

"The Filipino women have gone a long way from being merely in the shadows of men, to exercising suffrage and eventually being elected as top officials and appointed as top leaders of the country," the former President said.

The year-long celebration will focus on the role of Filipino women in the progress and development of the country during the last 100 years, he said.

A historical marker on the centennial of the late Angela Valdez Ramos, a woman leader and mother of the former President, will be unveiled today at the NFWC building on Josefa Escoda St. corner San Marcelino St. in Ermita, Manila.

This will mark the start of the year-long celebration of the centennial of the Filipino feminist movement, along with the unveiling of another marker on the feminist movement in the building.

Lebanese women break down barriers

Daily Star, Jan. 3, 2005- BEIRUT: Lebanese women have come a long way in their struggle for social justice, despite many challenges that still remain. Women in Lebanon can proudly reflect on at least seven decades of fighting for equality, peace and development while looking forward with hope to a not-too-distant future in which women participate as equals with men in all aspects of society.

Over the past year, several remarkable women have left their fingerprints on the human, cultural and political life of our society. Be it our current first lady, Andree Lahoud, the former first lady Mona Hrawi, the current MP Nayla Mouawad, or her colleague in Parliament, MP Bahia Hariri, these women have all set important examples that Lebanese women can look up to with pride. They have used their authority and stature to try to enhance the role of women and to maximize their impact on Lebanon's daily life. 

Lebanese first lady Andree Lahoud is a fine example of a woman who uses her position to help others in need. She was especially active this year in her work with various charitable foundations dedicated to assisting orphans and the disabled regardless of their confessional status.

When speaking to The Daily Star about the role of Lebanese women in contemporary society, the first lady stressed that their role as freedom fighters should not be ignored. "Lebanese women have a distinctive characteristic which sets them apart from other women around the world," she said. "They have stood up and fought the occupation by staying on their land and by teaching their children to love their country. Nobody can deny their part in the liberation." 

Another very popular and beloved character among Lebanese women, Zghorta MP Nayla Mouawad, broke new ground in the struggle for women's rights by announcing her candidacy for president earlier this year.

"Women are the key element for change and development, and at the same time a reflection of soundly practiced democracy," Mouawad said, adding that the lack of female participation in Arab societies is one of the main reasons behind the lack of development in the region.

Mouawad pointed out that "today there is a golden opportunity to change the situation. This opportunity is presented by the upcoming parliamentary elections in May, which I consider as a main entrance to women's participation in the political life." However, in Lebanon, the political road that lies before women is still replete with challenges. The nomination of two female ministers - Leila Solh as industry minister and Wafaa Diqa Hamzeh as minister of state - in the newly formed Cabinet three months ago was a political "innovation," a breakthrough, in Lebanese history. 




A child drinks water at a relief camp in the southern Indian city of Madras Dec 28, 2004 which was hit by a tsunami on Sunday. REUTERS/Babu














1750 Tyson's Blvd, 4th Floor McLean, VA 22102

* Tel: (703) 744-1194 * Fax: (703) 744-1001 * 

Email: info@womenfreedomforum.org * www.womenfreedomforum.org 

Women's Freedom Forum Inc is a non-profit educational, research and independent organization advocating women's equality, legal and human rights, political participation and empowerment. It promotes women’s health, children’s right, and equal job opportunities. Women's Freedom Forum aims to expose gender apartheid, fundamentalism, and violence against women, misogyny, human trafficking, and child abuse and job discrimination. Women's Freedom Forum is not affiliated with any government agency, political groups or parties.

