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Granger shares political expertise with Iraqi women candidates

Associated Press, Jan. 11, 2005- WASHINGTON - Republican Rep. Kay Granger returned Tuesday from a trip to the Middle East where she shared her political experience with women candidates in Iraq's Jan. 30 elections.
"It was obvious our experience wasn't their experience," said Granger, R-Fort Worth. "I don't campaign and worry about my safety and the safety of my children. I hand out cards saying who I am. A lot of them can't even say they are on a candidate list."

The women candidates' major concerns were about security, the lack of an infrastructure for conducting the elections and insufficient information about parties, candidates and election procedures, said Granger, who met with the women for two days in Amman, Jordan with three other members of the U.S. House.

Granger said unlike other trips usually filled with half-hour meetings and lunches, meetings with the women stretched late into the night.

Iraq elections will be its first democratic vote since the country gained independence in 1932. Despite an upsurge in attacks as the election date gets closer, Prime Minister Ayad Allawi has pledged elections will be held.

At least a quarter of the 275 seats in Iraq's new National Assembly are reserved for women, under the country's interim constitution. Women hold 68 of the 435 U.S. House seats and 14 of the 100 U.S. Senate seats, making up about 15 percent of the Congress.

She said she shared her methods for getting name recognition that she used when she first ran for Congress.

"When I first ran, I had never been involved in partisan politics. I came from a neighborhood base. I went to people's houses. I went through my lists, PTA, church and used every way I'd ever known someone and called people I knew and said would you get your friends together and I would talk to them," Granger said.

Granger was accompanied by Ellen Tauscher, D-Calif.; Rep. John Shimkus, R-Ill.; and Judy Biggert, R-Ill.

She said the women also were interested in how she balances her professional life with her family life.

The Iraqi women candidates included some who have been threatened because of their support for the elections. Other candidates have seen their family members kidnapped and held hostage; in some cases family members have been assassinated.

The women represented most major parties and religious and ethnic groups were already leaders in their communities and well educated, Granger said.
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Facing vote for their future, Iraqi women show diversity

Knight Ridder Newspapers, Jan. 11, 2005 – BAGHDAD - On Baghdad's college campuses, the poster woman promoting the parliamentary elections Jan. 30 is a pretty student with a swinging ponytail and bare arms.
She's transformed into a black-veiled grandmother on posters in southern holy cities. In conservative western towns, she's a young wife with a baby in one hand and a ballot in the other. Only the slogan is the same: "Your voice determines your future."
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Women make up about 55 percent of Iraq's population and they're guaranteed a quarter of the 275-member national assembly after elections. Yet, as the posters reflect, they don't speak with a single voice, and they face many obstacles to transforming their impressive numbers into political power.

Women who belong to powerful Shiite Muslim political factions echo their cleric-led parties' calls for a new Iraqi constitution based on Islamic law, which, strictly interpreted, could limit women's role in society. Secular female candidates, on the other hand, fear that a conservative new leadership could roll back hard-won rights and keep women on the sidelines.

"Educated, prominent men, the ones who describe themselves as liberals, talk proudly about how the new government is going to be 25 percent women," said Hanaa Edwar, a candidate who runs an umbrella organization for about 80 Iraqi women's groups. "But their words are like jelly when they talk about women's equality. They absolutely do not believe that women should have a leadership role in the political process."

Dr. Junan al Ubaidi, a Shiite pediatrician and member of the interim national assembly, argued that a government that looks to Islam for guidance is still capable of protecting women's rights. She said critics of a religion-based constitution failed to recognize Iraq's rich Islamic history.

Al Ubaidi, 43, said a Muslim woman was allowed to negotiate the terms of her marriage, seek work or education, take custody of her children after divorce and keep her own money. Islam views women as individuals, and, unlike many Western societies, most women keep their own names after marriage.

"We have to admit that men have instincts. They can't ignore a woman wearing beautiful clothes," said al Ubaidi, who covers all but her face. "I want people to listen to my ideas, not my outfit. I want them to see me as a human being, not an object."

Tehran court sends woman to lunatic asylum for keeping cats    

Iran Focus Newswire, Jan. 9, 2005 – TEHRAN – A Tehran court put a young woman on trial for keeping six kittens in her apartment, the state television reported yesterday. 

The state television aired the court proceedings in which the judge in branch 19 of Tehran’s court questioned the woman about why she was keeping the kittens in her apartment and how she was feeding them. 

The woman’s elderly father was also questioned by the judge. 

At the end of the trial, the judge ruled that the woman suffered from mental illness and ordered her confined to Razi Sanitarium in the capital. 

Razi sanitarium is among the worst kept facilities in the entire country, where patients do not receive adequate care due to staff shortages and lack of psychiatrists and mental health specialists.

Iran's conservative MPs turn to fashion design    

Agence France Presse, Jan. 6, 2004 – TEHRAN - Deputies in Iran's conservative-run parliament have begun preparing designs for what will be a new national costume aimed at stemming the encroachment of Western fashion, a top MP said Thursday. 
Emad Afroogh, head of the Majlis cultural commission, said MPs have been "meeting with designers to come up with an interesting variety of affordable, nationally inspired designs that will also respond to modern needs." 
He said the commission hoped to eventually incorporate the designs into a new bill offering guidelines on dress that "redefine Iranian identity while respecting religious and cultural red lines." 
The effort to stipulate what to wear comes several months after the Islamic republic's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, warned of a "cultural invasion" and the dangers of imitating foreigners. 
Police have also been cracking down on skimpy dressers, warning women not to dress like "models". 
In Iran, women are obliged to cover their heads and body shape, while men are also expected to show off as little skin as necessary. But some women, especially those in more wealthy urban environments, regularly test the limits by sporting shorter, tighter and brighter coats, three-quarter length trousers and flimsy headscarves.

Egyptian Feminist author stands in presidential election 

Aljazeera, Jan. 8, 2005- Feminist Egyptian author and doctor Nawal Saadawi said she plans to stand in next year's presidential elections, however, she doesn’t expect to win. 

Dr. Saadawi, 73, will be the first woman to run for the presidency and will probably be up against President Hosni Mubarak, who is expected to run again for a fifth term in office in 2005 elections. 

Dr. Saadawi's liberal ideas specially regarding sex and religion have in the past led to her imprisonment and censorship. 

To stand for presidency in Egypt, a candidate must first win two thirds of the vote in the Senate, dominated by President Mubarak's National Democratic Party. 

Egypt’s upcoming presidential elections are due to be held in October next year, when incumbent Hosni Mubarak's fourth term expires. 

Dr. Saadawi has authored many books tackling women and gender issues, and many of her works have been translated into several foreign languages. 

Dr. Raja'a al-Khuzai, a member of the former Iraqi governing council and a candidate for the upcoming national elections from the Iraqi Prime Minister Iyad Allawi's list, stands in front of posters urging the Iraqi women to take part in the January 30 elections, at Allawi's party headquarters in Baghdad January 1, 2005 REUTERS/Zohra Bensemra
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