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Iran, Human Rights Betrayed
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Women’s Freedom Forum, Feb. 2, 2005- On February 1, a briefing was held on Capitol Hill entitled: Iran- Human Rights Betrayed, sponsored by Representatives Bob Filner (D-CA), Thomas Tancredo(R-CO), Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX), Ed Town (D-NY). This briefing coincided with a two day exhibit of a quarter-century of human rights violations in Iran, which was displayed through pictures, biographies, and mementos of women and children killed at the hands of the mullahs in recent years.  The briefing was addressed by different human rights organizations, a victim of the brutality in Iran’s prisons and Congressman Bob Filner.  The briefing was attended by a number of Congressional staff.  
In his remarks, Congressman Bob Filner announced the formation of a bipartisan human rights caucus which was applauded by those in attendance.

Voice of America reported, “Congressman Filner appeared at a Washington news conference aimed at highlighting what it calls continuing human rights violations and oppression in Iran, particularly against women.

"The systematic violation of human rights in Iran requires more vigilance on the part of the international community," said Zolal Habibi, who represents the Virginia-based Women's Freedom Forum. "Iran's human rights dossiers must be referred to the United Nations Security Council. At the same time, the U.N. Human Rights Commission must appoint a special representative to resume the monitoring of human rights in Iran."”
Tradition Traps Widows 

Institute for War and Peace Reporting, Jan. 31, 2005- Sahra, 22, has come to the ministry of women's affairs from her native Wardak, seeking support. Sahra is a widow, and wants to marry again. But her brother-in-law will not allow it. 

Afghanistan is full of young widows. The wars and violence that have plagued the country for the past 25 years have decimated the male population. According to Fauzia Amini, head of the legal branch of the ministry of women's affairs, "The large number of widows is due to the fighting that began when Russia invaded Afghanistan in 1979. This was followed by more fighting between Afghans themselves." 

These widows are caught between Afghan culture and Islamic law. According to Afghan tradition, they can only marry close relatives of the deceased husband. But six years ago, during the Taleban's ultra-conservative reign, its leader Mullah Omar issued a decree allowing widows to marry whomever they wished. 

Since the fall of the Taliban, a little over three years ago, the temporary freedom of choice accorded them has eroded, leaving a woman who has lost her husband very little choice about her future. If she is allowed to marry again, it will be to her brother-in-law or another close relative in her husband's family. 

Soraya, 24, has been a widow for the past three years. She told IWPR, "My father-in- law wants me to marry his 13-year-old son, who is also disabled, but I don't want him." Soraya said her father has quarreled with her father-in-law, and she is afraid it will escalate into violence. 

Soraya may well be trapped. Once a woman is married, under Afghan tradition, she becomes a member of her husband's household, and hence is subject to the will of her husband's father. 

The government is attempting to help. Fauzia Amini told IWPR, "The custom of forcing a widow to marry her brother-in-law or another close relative of her dead husband is very bad; we are trying to break the hold these traditions have on the population." 

Islam does not dictate that woman must marry within her husband's family, say religious scholars. She has been a widow for the past 12 years. She told IWPR, "When Mullah Omar issued his decree; I married someone who was not a relative of my husband. Three years ago, when the Taliban were defeated, my brother-in-law took my four children away from me." 

Now Hanifa has two children with her new husband. But, said, "My former brother-in-law has sent me a letter, saying that now there are no Taliban, I will not let you live." She, too, has come to the ministry of women's affairs for help. 

But the ministry can only do so much and many observers agree that traditions here are hard to break. 

Iraqi women may tilt vote against clerics
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The New York Times, Jan. 30, 2005 – BASRA - The great unknown in Iraq is what women will do when they vote in a rare moment away from the immediate influence of husbands, sheiks and other clerics. 

In the south, at least, where many expect a landslide victory by the Shiite clerical parties that could tip the national tally, interviews with women suggest that their potential half of the vote is actually in considerable doubt. 
Many women here express resentment over the control clerics already exercise in their lives, and they cite clerical rule in Iran as an example to be avoided. Many say that in the privacy of the polling booth, whatever the local sheik may have directed will not be in play. 
Women in Basra generally cite security and stability as their top election concerns and put religion lower on the list. 
Two other women at the aid society left no doubt about their positions. 
"We want a really strong person, not a sheik," said Iman Abdul Karik, also a government worker. And Iman al-Timimi, a translator, said that she had heard the same message from women again and again: "No one would vote for the turbans." 
In interviews on Saturday, many women in Basra were reluctant to say which party they would choose, especially in front of their families. 
Saudi Diplomat Predicts Women Will Vote 

Associated Press, Jan. 29, 2005 – A top Saudi diplomat and member of the royal family predicted that women will be allowed to vote in future elections, giving women in the strictly segregated Islamic nation a political voice for the first time. 

The Saudi government has responded to international pressure to democratize the Middle East by promising municipal elections across the country, with the first stage on Feb. 10 in the capital, Riyadh. The elections, in which only men can participate, will be the first since the 1960s, when local polls were held in a few cities. 

"Since this is our first election, probably we will be better and have women vote the next time around," he said after a dinner on the sidelines of the World Economic Forum

"I think (in) the next election, women will be there, so it's a big step, yes," al-Tuwaijri said. 

The Saudi government announced in October that women could not compete or vote in the municipal elections, dashing the hopes of progressive Saudis, including some women who had planned to run for office. 

Women are allowed to vote in most other Mid-east countries where elections are held and men vote, including Bahrain, Iran, Yemen, Lebanon and Egypt. Hundreds of thousands of Iraqi women are expected to cast ballots in Sunday's election. 

Iran: woman sentenced to stoning, man to execution

Etemad Daily, Feb. 04, 2005 – A Tehran court has sentenced a couple to death by stoning and hanging. 

Iran's Supreme Court has reportedly upheld the verdicts and has confirmed that the woman only identified by her first name Massoumeh will be stoned to death and her husband identified by his first name Ismaeil will be hanged to death.

The couple were accused of murder. Another unnamed individual also charged with murder separately was handed down an execution sentence in Pakdasht (west of Tehran). 







An Iraqi woman shows her inked finger while flashing the victory sign after casting her vote at al-Batool polling station in eastern Baghdad, January 30, 2005. REUTERS/Ali Jasim
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