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UN women's rights official raps Iran over abuses    

[image: image2.jpg]Agence France Presse, Feb. 6, 2005- TEHRAN - The UN's top official on women's rights chastised Iran on Sunday over what she said were abuses and discrimination built in to the Islamic Republic's laws. 
"In the family, women face psychological, physical and sexual violence, and gender discrimination," said Yakin Erturk, the UN's Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women. 

She told a news conference that Iran's laws "do not provide protection for victims of domestic violence and make it difficult to escape violence through divorce," adding that suffering wives also faced "time-consuming judicial procedures and stigmatization". 

Women wishing to divorce can only demand one if they can prove their husband is either impotent, a drug addict, unable to provide for a family or living away from home for more than six months. 

For men, divorce was often a simple procedure.
"I am concerned that victims of rape face obstacles in seeking justice and if they cannot prove they have raped they face sentences," Erturk said, referring to cases where women complaining of rape run the risk of being charged for adultery. 

Erturk, speaking at the end of a week-long visit at the invitation of the reformist government, also said she was "seriously concerned" over arbitrary arrests, prolonged confinement and the "widespread practice of arrests for political views". 

"The various forms of violence against women are underlined by a common element, namely the existence of discriminatory laws and malfunctions in the administration of justice", she said. 

"Such a situation creates an environment for a perpetrator to escape punishment," she added, appealing for the "correction" of discriminatory laws, judicial reforms and the abolition of the death penalty. 

The official also said she had raised the case of Iranian-Canadian photographer Zahra Kazemi, who was killed in custody in July 2003 after taking pictures outside a prison. 
Laura Bush Regrets Saudi Women Barred from Vote

Reuters, Feb. 10, 2005- First lady Laura Bush on Thursday hailed Saudi Arabia's municipal elections as an important milestone but expressed disappointment that Saudi women were not allowed to participate. 

"I'm sorry that women weren't a part of it," Bush said in an interview. "On the other hand, I'm glad that Saudi Arabia has made the one step, the milestone actually, to have an election." 

Saudi Arabia held landmark nationwide municipal elections on Thursday, an initial step in a program of gradual reform introduced by de facto ruler Crown Prince Abdullah. But the polling was open only to Saudi men. 

"As we look around the world we can see what happens in societies where half of the people are left out, and it's very important that to build societies, to build democracies, to have everyone's voice included, and that of course means women as well as men," Bush said on the PBS program "News Hour with Jim Lehrer." 

She said she hopes that women's rights and women's right to vote will be taken seriously around the world, and not just in Saudi Arabia, a key U.S. ally in the Middle East. 

Asked if she would continue to speak out on such issues even if it involves U.S. allies, Bush responded: "Absolutely. And the people of Saudi Arabia know ... that in the United States, that we believe women should vote, as well as men." 
















1750 Tyson's Blvd, 4th Floor McLean, VA 22102

* Tel: (703) 744-1194 * Fax: (703) 744-1001 * 

Email: info@womenfreedomforum.org * www.womenfreedomforum.org 

Women's Freedom Forum Inc is a non-profit educational, research and independent organization advocating women's equality, legal and human rights, political participation and empowerment. It promotes women’s health, children’s right, and equal job opportunities. Women's Freedom Forum aims to expose gender apartheid, fundamentalism, and violence against women, misogyny, human trafficking, and child abuse and job discrimination. Women's Freedom Forum is not affiliated with any government agency, political groups or parties.

