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Doctor reveals what happened to Canadian, Zahra Kazemi in Iran: Rape, Torture, and Lies
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Globe and Mail, March 31, 2005- STOCKHOLM - Canadian photojournalist Zahra Kazemi was savagely beaten, tortured and raped while in Iranian custody in 2003, according to an emergency-room doctor who examined her before she died.

The doctor has recently received political asylum in Canada.

Shahram Azam, formerly a physician on the staff of the Iranian Ministry of Defence, says he examined Ms. Kazemi, a 54-year-old Iranian-born dual citizen, at Tehran's Baghiattulah hospital early on the morning of June 27, 2003 -- four days after she was arrested while photographing a demonstration outside Tehran's Evin prison.

His account of Ms. Kazemi's condition in the days before her death, the first by a medical eye witness, confirms that she was tortured -- far more brutally than even critics of Iran's hard-line theocratic regime had believed. 

Though male doctors in Iran are not allowed to carry out vaginal exams, Dr. Azam's emergency-room nurse thoroughly examined Ms. Kazemi and found the bruising to be the result of "a very brutal rape." 

"The backs of both legs where the skin had come off indicated flogging, five marks on one leg and seven on the other. The big toe on the left leg was crushed," he said.

Though senior Iranian officials have at various times acknowledged that Ms. Kazemi was murdered by state security officers -- Iran's ambassador to the United Kingdom said as much in February, but later retracted his remarks -- the official Iranian position is that Ms. Kazemi died after she fainted, fell and hit her head. 

Canada has tried to pressure the Iranian regime, without visible success, into reopening the case. Canada's ambassador to Iran was withdrawn last July, after a lower-level Iranian official was acquitted in a brief trial that was widely viewed as a sham. A new ambassador was sent to Tehran in November.

Dr. Azam wants to testify to what he saw in a public hearing, he said, in hopes that the truth about Ms. Kazemi's death will renew worldwide attention on her case, and ultimately lead to the "indictment" of Iran's Islamic Republic.

Youth, women in Tehran turn Iran-Japan soccer match into antigovernment demonstration
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Iran Press, March 27, 2005- While thousands of people in Tehran used the victory of the national soccer team against Japan as a pretext to spark an anti-governmental protest in the streets, the Islamic Republic’s radio called all those present at the rally, “fake fans and brainless henchmen of the enemy”.  Last night the finishing whistle of the soccer match between Iran and Japan sparked an enormous anti-governmental demonstration in Tehran, which continued till early morning.  In Tehran’s Fatemi Square, youth and particularly young women poured into the streets dancing cheering.  Many youths took off their scarfs s a sign of protest, anti-riot officials attacked the youth with metal bars and batons.  The protesters chanted “people join us, sacrifice life for justice”.  A young girl which was beaten with a metal baton was pronounced dead this morning in Khomeini Hospital in Tehran.  Her friends identified her as Mitra, 23 years old.  After the announcement of her death people came to the streets and chanted slogans against the regime and promising revenge.  The anti-riot forces dispersed the crowed using tear gas.

Another earthquake hits Indonesia: Women mourn the loss of relatives

Reuters, March 31, 2005- [image: image4.jpg]


BEAWIHARTA- Indonesian women cry before the funeral of their relative after a massive earthquake hit the town of Gunungsitoli, in Indonesia's Nias Island March 31, 2005. Rescuers raced to pull survivors from collapsed buildings and deliver urgently needed food and water on Thursday as strong aftershocks rattled earthquake-devastated islands in northern Indonesia.
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UN gives incentive for Afghan women to attend school

Reuters, March 29, 2005- Twenty Afghan women attend a literacy class in Shaidan village in Bamiyan, about 260 km (161 miles) northwest of Kabul, March 29, 2005. As part of an incentive to get them to school, UN's World Food Programme regularly gives out food rations to an estimated 700 female students and teachers taking part in the female literacy course that enrolls women from ages 15 to 35. A recent UN report revealed that female literacy in Afghanistan is below percent nationwide.

Pakistan’s head scarf rallies

Washington Times, March 30, 2005- Thousands of women took to the streets in Pakistan's Punjab province recently, protesting the acquittals of four men previously convicted of gang rape. 

Women, even "traditional Muslim" women, are today willing to take to the streets if they feel their rights are being egregiously trampled on. That willingness discredits the emphasis that Western feminists place on the significance of the head scarf and other signs of feminine modesty in Islamic culture. Head scarf or no, theirs are the faces of modern Pakistan. 

Mukhtar Mai is but one such face. She was gang raped in June 2002 in an attack that was apparently ordered by her town's village council. In fact, Miss Mai was being punished for what the elders alleged was her 13-year-old brother's illicit relationship with a woman. The gang rape of a woman in retaliation for her brother's affair is alarming enough, but Miss Mai said the allegations were actually a cover-up for the sexual assault of him by a local clan. 
Six men were eventually sentenced to death in the Mai rape case, but the convictions of five of them were overturned by a local court and the sentence of a sixth was reduced to life in prison. The rulings sent thousands of women onto the streets to rally for justice and protection for Miss Mai.  

On March 11, Pakistan's highest Islamic tribunal, the Federal Shariat Court, rejected the lower court's decision, saying it had no jurisdiction to rule on the case. The Supreme Court recently agreed to intervene and hear the case. When four of the defendants were released on bail, leaving Miss Mai fearful of retaliation, she appealed to both President Pervez Musharraf and Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz. They ordered that the defendants be held pending the Supreme Court decision. 

Miss Mai has bravely broken a mold in Pakistan, taking a public stand on her rape and going to the courts for resolution. In a country where village elders often order women to suffer rape as an "honor punishment" for the crimes of their relatives, Miss Mai's stance is unusual and has garnered international attention. The rallies held in her behalf also break new ground and reflect positively on Pakistan's potential future. 
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International women’s day marked with demonstrations in Tehran 

March 9, 2005- TEHRAN- On the event of International Women’s Day, 1,000 women staged a demonstration at central Tehran’s Laleh Park yesterday afternoon.  

“We are only marching quietly.  You are afraid of women.  You will see what will happen when women finally stand up”, one woman shouted, as agents rushed to silence her.  

Motor squads of the Revolutionary Guards and the Bassij paramilitary forces armed with Kalashnikovs and truncheons in arresting many women on the scene.  Demonstrators shouted slogans against the clerical establishment and sang patriotic songs, as SSF agents attempted to arrest anyone seen carrying a camera. 

Leaflets calling for “regime change” were distributed throughout the crowd.  Some carried photos of Maryam Rajavi, the President-elect of the National Council of Resistance of Iran, witnesses said.  A number of those passing out leaflets were detained by the Iranian regime’s security apparatus. 
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