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In the Conservative Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Women Often Struggle to Get Their Voices Heard.

BBC News, April 5, 2005- Although women now make up more than half of all graduates from Saudi universities, they comprise only 5% of the kingdom's workforce. They cannot vote, take an open and active part of public life or even drive a car. 
Sudan Seeks $2.6 Billion to Heal Africa's Longest Feud
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Reuters, April 10, 2005-OSLO – Under the January North-South peace deal, Sudan and the SPLM will set up a coalition government, decentralise power, share revenues from oil production and form joint military units 
In the south, 90 percent of people live in poverty, only about a third of young adults are literate and one child of every four dies before the age of five. Many women spend most of their time collecting water and fuel. 

"Women have been the marginalised of the marginalised," Garang said. He drew cheers at the women's meeting by promising free primary education for all -- even though he said that it would only be achieved by 2015. 

Iraq: Campaign to support the courageous demonstrations by students at Basra University in Iraq

WLUML, April 11, 2005 - Since March 15th there have been massive and courageous student demonstrations in the southern Iraqi city of Basra against the notorious Islamist gang led by Moqtada al-Sadr. (Organization of Women’s Freedom in Iraq) 
The students anger and outrage are a direct response to the a brutal attack on a student outing from the Engineering faculty of Basra university, in which al-Sadr’s thugs aided by Iranian agents started beating up the students and destroying their belongings, as well as ripping off the clothes of female students and singling out in particular one young Christian woman. 
The students fought back and, when a male student tried to defend his female friend, he was shot dead. The authorities, meanwhile, have turned a blind eye.
Save the Women, Save Ourselves   
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National Review Online, April 4, 2005-The brutal treatment of Iranian women by the mullahcracy is a daily occurrence, not an isolated case. As "Iran Focus" reported on March 2, "at least 54 Iranian girls and young women, between the ages of 16 and 25, are sold on the streets of Karachi in Pakistan on a daily basis," according to "a senior women's affairs analyst speaking to a state-run news agency." The analyst, Mahboubeh Moghadam, added that there are at least 300,000 runaway girls in Iran right now, the result, in Moghadam's words, of "the government policy which has resulted in poverty and the deprival of rights for the majority of people in society." 
 Professor Donna M. Hughes, at the University of Rhode Island, one of the few Western scholars courageous enough to keep reporting on these horrors, says that the enslaved women are typically sold to people in the Arab countries of the Persian Gulf, such as Qatar, Kuwait, and the United Arab Emirates. But the slave trade is not limited to the Islamic world:
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