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Child Prostitution Ring Run by Revolutionary Guards Officers Uncovered in Iran

Iran Focus, April 11, 2005-NEKA—A number of government officials and security officers were arrested during raids on at least five houses used as brothels in and around the town of Neka (northern Iran).  
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The raids, conducted during the past two weeks, uncovered several organized child prostitution rings running the brothels.  

Many runaway girls, some as young as 13, were being forced into prostitution by these gangs.

A number of officers from Iran’s notorious State Security Forces (SSF) and commanders in the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps were also arrested in the brothels.

The heads of a number of local government departments and institutions, including the head of the Neka branch of the Ministry of Telecommunications were among those rounded up in the raids.

The girls have also been arrested pending judicial sentencing.

Last August, Atefeh Rajabi, a 16-year-old girl in this town, was publicly hung for what the religious judge called “acts incompatible with chastity”.

Afghan Women Break Mold, Go Into Business

Mathew Pennington, AP, April 17, 2005—KABUL—A growing number of Afghan women are going into business, capitalizing on new opportunities in a thriving, yet still male-dominated economy three years after the fall of the Islamic government. 

A scattering of small textile and handicraft workshops, boutiques, beauty parlors and even a soccer ball factory—run by women and employing women—have spring up around the capital.  Afghanistan’s first female business association—set up with foreign funding 18 months ago—says it has 500 members.  

Barred from education and jobs during the five years of Taliban rule, women now have the right, at least on paper, to pursue careers of their choosing.  But this is a male-dominated society where 86 percent of women are illiterate.

U.N. figures say the per-capita income of Afghan women is only about one-third of men's. A survey of 360 rural households by a Kabul-based research group found that less than 2 percent of women owned land in their own right.

"Women are a lucrative commodity in Equatorial Guinea," NGO 

Afrol News/El Muni, April 13, 2005--The Switzerland-based human rights group Nord-Sud accused the regime of Equatorial Guinea of considering women as objects of pleasure and a lucrative commodity during the Geneva session of the UN's Human Rights Commission. "Women are subject to prostitution, promoted by the trafficking and exploitation in the West and especially Spain, which continues to maintain good commercial relations with Equatorial Guinea." 

In Equatorial Guinea, the status of women has not changed since independence in 1968, and women's importance were only recognized as part of the fight for independence. On the contrary, the situation of women in the country has only turned worse since General Teodoro Obiang Nguema took power in a military coup in 1979, the group holds. 
According to Nord-Sud, violence against women is tolerated by the repressive regime of President Obiang. Also the general oppression to which the Equatoguinean people are subject strongly affects the country's women and their children, who are living in a situation of extreme poverty, if not detained for political reasons, raped or tortured. 
The group insisted the Commission to "reconsider the resolution adopted in April 2002, which ended the mandate of the [UN's] Special Representative [on human rights in Equatorial Guinea] Gustave Gallón, to follow up on the human rights development and especially on the situation of women in Equatorial Guinea, because their situation is only deteriorating due to the indifference of the international community," Nord-Sud concluded.
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Humanitarian intervention in Darfur? 

Boston Globe (Photo from humanrightstoday.com)—April 17, 2005—Extant mortality data strongly suggest that genocide in the Darfur region of western Sudan has now claimed approximately 400,000 lives. Ethnically targeted human destruction, directed by the National Islamic Front regime in Khartoum against African tribal populations of the region, has also displaced well over 2 million, and left 3 million in need of humanitarian assistance.
Humanitarian intervention in Darfur should be defined by security needs, not the capacity of the African Union or the political limitations of the UN. Scores of large camps for displaced persons must have secure perimeters that allow women and girls to search for firewood, water, and animal fodder without fear of rape by the Janjaweed; humanitarian corridors and convoys must be provided all necessary protection; safe passage must be created for hundreds of thousands of Darfuris trapped in inaccessible rural areas and beyond humanitarian reach; those wishing to return to the sites of their former villages and resume agriculturally productive lives must have security; and the Janjaweed militia must be cantoned and eventually disarmed (as futilely demanded by UN Security Council Resolution 1556, July 30, 2004).

Governments in Asia Fail to Improve People's Lot: Rich States Urged to Provide Debt Relief 
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Dawm, April 14, 2005—HYDERABAD--The governments in Asia have failed to fulfill commitments pledged at the Copenhagen Social Summit and the Beijing Women Conference in 1995 and the Millennium Summit five years ago to ameliorate the lot of people, especially women. 
The observation was made at a three-day meeting of the Social Watch Asia held recently in Siem Reap, Cambodia. Representatives of the Social Watch from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, South Korea, Thailand and Tanzania attended the meeting. 
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Iraq bomb takes `angel' of mercy
Chicago Tribune, April 18, 2005 - Marla Ruzicka should have left Iraq last week. But there was too much work, too little time and too many Iraqis who had been maimed, widowed or orphaned by a conflict they did not invite but could not avoid. 

Vacation could wait, Ruzicka said. The little Iraqi boy whose leg was blown off could not. 

So Ruzicka stayed. And on Saturday, Ruzicka died, killed by a car bomb that was not aimed at her but took her just the same. Along with an Iraqi colleague, the 28-year-old Californian became the very figure she had gone to Iraq to help: a civilian casualty of war.
Ebadi Criticizes Slow Progress On Kazemi Case

The News International, April 11, 2005--TEHRAN--Iranian Nobel Peace Prize winner Shirin Ebadi on Sunday accused the judiciary of dragging its feet over the case of a Canadian photojournalist who died in Iranian custody in 2003, a news agency reported. Ebadi, a human rights lawyer who became the first Muslim woman to win the Nobel Prize in 2003, said she had lodged a complaint about the judiciary’s handling of Zahra Kazemi’s case eight months ago. Kazemi, an Iranian-Canadian photojournalist, died of a brain hemorrhage in June 2003 after she was arrested for taking photographs of Tehran’s Evin prison where many political dissidents are held.






U.S. humanitarian aid worker Marla Ruzicka (R) poses in this undated photo released April 17, 2005 with an Iraqi family that her organization, the Campaign for Innocent Victims in Conflict (CIVIC), has recently helped. Ruzicka was killed in Baghdad on April 16, 2005. Ruzicka was 27
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