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Iraqi Lawmaker Gunned Down
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CBS News, April 27, 2005-An Iraqi legislator was shot and killed by militants who stormed into her house in a middle class neighborhood in eastern Baghdad, underscoring fears that the political impasse has emboldened insurgents to step up deadly attacks in recent weeks, after a lull following the Jan. 30 elections. 
Lamia Abed Khadouri al-Sakri, who was elected to the National Assembly on the ticket of Allawi's Iraqi List party, was shot and killed by militants in her house in Baghdad's Hay Aur neighborhood, police Capt. Ali al-Obeidi said. 
She was the first member of the parliament elected on Jan. 30 to be slain by insurgents as they target senior lawmakers and Iraqi politicians in a bid to further destabilize reconstruction efforts in the country. 
"We believe it is politically motivated. She was killed in her home," said Iraqi National Security Adviser Mouwafak al-Rubaie. The attack is being investigated and police are taking precautions to protect other legislators, he said.

World armed groups ‘abduct girls’

BBC News, April 25, 2005--A "hidden army" of girls - some as young as eight - are being forced to work for armed groups involved in conflicts worldwide, a charity says .A Save The Children report found over 120,000 girls and young women have been abducted and pushed into conflict. 
The charity says they often end up serving as soldiers or performing domestic jobs but almost all of them are forced into becoming sex slaves. Figures released by Save the Children showed that around 6,500 girls have been captured by the rebel Lord's Resistance Army in Uganda. 
In the Democratic Republic of Congo another 12,000 are believed to be involved in armed organizations while another 21,500 (43% of all children fighting) are thought to be associated with conflict in Sri Lanka. A spokesman for the organization said the study was not unique to any one country or continent and it showed a worrying global trend. The report also criticized world leaders and donors for failing to address the problem and said that rehabilitation programs set up by the international community were considerably under funded.  "This appalling abuse of girls' rights demands urgent action. It’s time to stop the war on children." 

Migrant women trapped in Europe’s sex industry

 Reuters, April 24, 2005---LONDON--Poverty, war, open borders and domestic violence are prompting increasing numbers of people from Eastern Europe and beyond to seek work in the wealthy West.   With governments tightening limits on immigration, women desperate for work in bars, shops and hotels have come to rely on crooks to spirit them across borders using false identities. 

"The profits are huge and the money the trafficker’s wave in potential victims' faces would certainly outweigh the salaries they can expect by staying at home," said Richard Danziger, head of the counter-trafficking unit of the International Organization for Migration in Geneva. 

On the wrong side of the law in a foreign land, some of the women find themselves forced into prostitution. They are powerless to resist their captors. Many have sex with up to 30 men a day for months on end. 

The trade in people for forced sex has mushroomed into a $12 billion industry to rival drug trafficking and gun-running. 
Afghan woman stoned to death for adultery

Reuters, April 24, 2005 ---FAIZABAD, Afghanistan---An Afghan woman has been stoned to death for adultery, police said on Sunday, the first such incident in Afghanistan since the Taliban's ouster from power. 

Amina, a 29 year-old married woman, was publicly stoned to death on the basis of a district court's decision on Thursday in Argo district to the west of Faizabad, the provincial capital of Badakhshan, they said. 

"She has been stoned to death," provincial police chief, General Shah Jahan Noori, confirmed to Reuters, adding a team has been sent to the area to investigate the incident further. 

Several women and men were given such punishments in Badakhshan, a remote northeastern province, during the government of the Mujahideen (holy warriors) in the 1990s. The practice became common during the rule of hard-line Taliban who controlled most of Afghanistan till late 2001 when they were ousted from power by U.S.-led forces. 

A witness, Mujibur Rahman, told Reuters that Amina was dragged out of her parent's house by local officials and her husband who stoned her to death while the man was flogged, whipped 100 times and then freed. 

Amina's stoning was the first one in Afghanistan since President Hamid Karzai was installed to power after the U.S.-led forces overthrew the Taliban's government, Noori said. 
Women call for greater say in political decision making
Khaleej Times, April 25, 2005--DUBAI — Even while welcoming UAE government’s measures to encourage women in politics, women believe a mechanism should be evolved to empower them in political decision making. 

They have hailed a recent program that General Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and UAE Minister of Defense, announced which, they believe, will not only foster women’s leadership capabilities but will help inspire change in social outlook.
Many women that Khaleej Times spoke to believed there should be an appropriate mechanism to induct women into politics and to transform the country’s political system to nurture democratic practices.

National women have made significant contribution to the country’s economy and many head businesses, noted Khawla Abdul Rahman Al Mulla, member at Sharjah Consultative Council.

More women should be inducted into politics, especially as there are many interested in contributing to the country’s progress,” said Khayria Ahmad Rebaye, a senior reporter of Arabic daily Al Ittihad.

“We do not want the international community to impose democratic changes and women’s role in politics on us. Why do we not make it ourselves, especially when our government is happy to involve us in political decision making.”

Despite the government support, the overall social view on women’s role in politics has to change, she pointed out.
Iranian singer breaks her silence

April 16, 2005- Marjan a prominent Iranian singer, broke her silence after twenty-five years during a convention held in Washington D.C. on April 14.  Her performance was met with great acclaim and support of the audience and delegates attending the convention which chanted Marjan welcome back, and Marjan we love you.  Hundreds of Iranians attended the 2005 National Convention for a Democratic, Secular Republic in Iran to support a third option on policy toward Iran.  The delegates attending this convention voiced their support for democratic change in Iran by the people of Iran and their resistance.  

Marjan is a well known figure among Iranians, both as a singer and actress but also for her fight against the Iranian regime.

In 1970 she began her acting career and by the time of the Islamic Revolution in 1979, she had played the leading role in thirty-nine movies.  In 1974, she began her singing career; launching two hit albums with seventeen songs.

After the 1979 Revolution Marjan was banned from singing, performing and acting.  Later she was arrested for singing a song entitled Vatan (Nation) and was released three weeks later.

In 1981 she became politically active, supporting the Iranian Resistance and was arrested for the second time in the same year, her husband had also been arrested for his political activities three months earlier.  She spent fourteen day blindfolded in the so-called prayer room with other newly arrested inmates and was then held in solitary confinement for eight months.  After eight months she appeared in a mock trial, where she was not allowed to have a lawyer, she was issued a double sentence for being both an actor and a supporter of the Iranian opposition; she was given an 18 month prison term.  Two of her sons were killed by the Iranian regime in recent years, both in their twenties, for their political activities.  Marjan was able to escape Iran three years ago.







Two unidentified female members of the parliament chat during a parliament session in Baghdad, Iraq. An Iraqi lawmaker was shot and killed by militants who stormed into her house Wednesday, Iraqi police said. Lamia Abed Khadouri al-Sagri, a National Assembly legislator and member of outgoing Premier Ayad Allawi's Iraqi List party, was killed in her house in the Hay Aur neighborhood in eastern Baghdad. (AP Photo/Ceerwan Aziz, Pool)
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