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Kuwait parliament fails to pass bill on vote for women 

AFP, May 2, 2005-Kuwait's parliament failed to pass a law giving women in the conservative emirate the right for the first time to vote and stand in municipal elections.

The legislation, which is fiercely opposed by Islamist and tribal MPs, "is in limbo", Khorafi said.

Under parliamentary rules, abstaining MPs are counted as absent, meaning the chamber did not achieve the required quorum of 33 on Monday.

The parliament is made up of 50 elected MPs plus 15 ministers who are ex-officio members.

The speaker's declaration left MPs in total confusion as pro-women lawmakers said another vote on the bill would take place on Tuesday while opponents said the bill had failed and the speaker's decision to call a new vote was a violation of the constitution.

"The government is not with women rights ... Certain quarters in the regime believe granting the vote to women will 

Emir Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah, who favors giving women the vote, issued a decree in 1999 granting women full political rights but it was narrowly rejected by parliament. 

Iraq Raids Seize Men Over UK Aid Worker’s Death
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Reuters, May 1, 2005—BAGHDAD-- U.S. and Iraqi forces raided a town south of Baghdad Sunday and detained several men believed linked to the death of British aid worker Margaret Hassan, who was kidnapped and killed late last year. 

Iraqi police said the early morning raids happened near Madaen, a town just south of Baghdad where insurgents have been active in recent weeks. They said 11 people were seized, five of whom had admitted complicity in Hassan's murder.

Hassan, a British national who headed CARE International in Iraq, was kidnapped last October. She was killed about a month later after appealing on video tapes made by her abductors for British forces to withdraw from Iraq. Her body was never found.
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Iran's Police Set New Crackdown on ‘Models”
AFP, April 27, 2005--Police in the Iranian capital are poised to launch a fresh crackdown targeting "models of corruption", or in other words poorly-veiled women, press reports said Wednesday. "The police will act against the models of corruption out in public places and against those who may not be ladies of the street but whose conduct does not respect Islam," Tehran province's police chief, General Reza Zareie, was quoted as saying.

Afghan Women Cautious As Right To Drive Accelerates
Washington Post, April 30, 2005--HERAT, AFGHANISTAN - Sima Kazemi smiled proudly as she considered whether she would pass the first driver's license exam to be offered to women in this western city. There was, she said, no doubt.

But the confidence drained from the 20-year-old college student's voice as she acknowledged the harassment that she would probably face as a female driver in Afghanistan.

"Actually, I've decided to wait at least one year before driving," she said with a resigned sigh. "Maybe by then things will be better. But the atmosphere is just not ready right now."

A new plan in Herat to teach women to drive and give them licenses is at once a symbol of the official rights women continue to win in Afghanistan and a reminder of the difficulties they confront in exercising those freedoms. 
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Sudanese Women Request 80 Per Cent of Donor Resources to Address Women's Human Rights Situation

African Women and Child Feature Service, April 22, 2005—NAIROBI--Sudanese women from the North, South and war ravaged western Darfur region, recently buried their religious and political affiliations long enough to present a unity pact calling on the donor community to reflect strong gender responsive principles in the allocation of resources for the country's reconstruction.
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Speaking at a Gender Symposium that was held ahead of the recently concluded Oslo Donors' Conference on Sudan, the women were concerned that the Sudan reconstruction might fail to reflect a woman's face in its programs.

"We as women are celebrating peace and at the same time we are still crying," said a woman delegate at the conference referring to the situation in Darfur.

International donors who participated at the Oslo conference have pledged to avail more than US$ 4.5 billion for the reconstruction of Sudan during the period 2005-2007.

The women are keen to see that a significant share is leveraged towards programs designed to empower women. Dr. John Garang De Mabior, the leader of SPLM while addressing the donors' conference, said that women have been marginalized for a long time.

And for that reason, he added, they will be given special attention in skills development and income generating activities.

"Women will be effectively empowered through girl child education, pro-women government policies," he said, "Only when women are able to bring home respectable incomes alongside their spouses will they fully become empowered and respected."

Chile Women Fight Over Presidency 

BBC News, April 28, 2005—SANTIAGO--Two women have fought a televised debate for the right to challenge for the presidency of Chile. 

Polls suggest that whoever prevails between Michelle Bachelet and Soledad Alvear will go on to become president. 

About four million people, or a quarter of Chile's population, tuned in to the first such debate between two women. 

Five journalists quizzed the pair for more than an hour over themes ranging from taxes and poverty to gay marriages and human rights. 

The historic debate between two women was described as demonstrating a cultural shift in Chilean society. Chile is traditionally seen as socially conservative, and female participation in the workforce is still relatively low. 

A widespread campaign aims to help Jordan's forgotten victims. 
The Christian Science Monitor, April 30, 2005—AMMAN – Six months ago, Mona fled her home. Her husband had married a second wife, as Islamic law allows, and Mona - defying his demands to return to her mother's house, where he could call upon her at any time - sought refuge in a cheap and run-down hotel. Alone and frightened, she waited, fearing her husband would find and kill her. 
By fleeing, Mona had tarnished the family's honor, which tribal custom dictated could be cleansed only by her death. 
So-called "honor" killings - the murder of a woman who is accused of tainting family honor - account for one-third of all violent deaths in Jordan, a country which otherwise has low crime rates. Until recently, honor killings received little or no attention. Most Jordanians preferred not to speak of the brutal killings - which are illegal though often prosecuted leniently. Often, the slayings gain no attention, and the women who are killed simply become Jordan's forgotten victims. 
Now in the care of the Jordanian Women's Union, however, Mona (not her real name) is neither forgotten nor a victim, thanks to a widespread campaign, organized and orchestrated by various activists, to rid the country of these notorious murders. 
The Jordanian Women's Union is run by Nadia Shamroukh, an outspoken and determined activist who believes that empowering women through education and legal awareness are the best ways to fight discrimination and social oppression. 
"You can't separate social, political, and economic issues for women, because we believe women's rights are part of human rights," says Ms. Shamroukh, speaking from her main office in Amman. 
Shamroukh is particularly proud of the fact that her organization plays an active role in the lives of potential victims. 
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