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Delegate: Iranian women face no barrier at work
Women’s Freedom Forum, May 11, 2005- Malaysia star reported there is no barrier in any field for women in Iran, said an adviser to President Mohammed Khatami who denounced a Western notion that women are oppressed and discriminated against in the country.  
Women in Iran do not have to work hard to break the proverbial “glass ceiling” in any field because there is no such barrier for them, said the head of the country’s Centre for Women’s Participation, Zahra Shojaie.  
 “The Western media wants the world to believe that we are in a dire situation, that we are being oppressed and discriminated against.   
Zahra admitted, however, that some traditional practices still continued these included marrying off young girls to old men and arranging marriages among close families. 
In July 2002 Zahra Shojaii, was quoted by Ressalat Daily, stating “stoning is necessary to ‘uphold the sanctity of family’.” and claimed that “violence against women in our society (Iran) is very low and negligible”.  In a regime where a female deputy of the Majlis, Eshrat Shayegh stated, “Bringing up the issue of gender justice is a case of bullying men.  If men are in the habit of beating, women are guilty of talking back” Shayegh said in an interview with AFP on October 30.  “If the gender justice is brought up, men can object to payment of the household expenses – given under Islamic law to housewives – as a sort of abuse and violence against men.” 
Kuwaiti women fail to get right to vote
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Dawn, May 5, 2005—KUWAIT CITY- Kuwait’s all-male parliament on Tuesday failed to approve a bill that would have allowed women to vote and stand for election in time for forthcoming municipal polls, its speaker said. Later in the day, the government issued a decree scheduling those elections for June 2. 
“The voting has been deferred to the next session in two weeks,” Jassem al Khorafi told reporters after a heated three-hour debate by MPs over a legal deadlock following Monday’s vote that failed to reach a decision. The postponement was requested by Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah al Ahmad al Sabah just before a re-vote was due to take place, apparently after he felt the government did not have the required number to pass the bill.

Violence against women rising in S. Asia: UN
Dawn, May 5, 2005—Changing laws is the easy part, changing attitudes is something else. Shameful stories in recent days of horrific rapes in Pakistan and India, murders in Afghanistan and an impoverished Bangladeshi mother offering to sell an eye have all underscored how far South Asia has to go to give downtrodden womenfolk justice. 
Delegates from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka were meeting in Islamabad this week for a conference to review how efforts over the past decade to promote the women’s agenda was faring in a region rife with stories of rapes, acid attacks, honor and dowry killings, and human trafficking. 
“There’s a lot of law writing, standard setting, programs being planned, but whether any of this is having a change on the ground situation? People working on the ground say no,” Radhika Coomaraswamy, a former UN special rapporteur on violence against women, told Reuters. 
“The biggest problem in South Asia we find is that people are using culture and religion to deny women’s rights,” she said, adding that this was regardless of whether the reactionaries were Hindu, Muslim or Buddhist.
She believed that South Asian men felt threatened by social cultural changes, partly spread by globalization and mass media, and women were bearing the brunt of their fears. 
“Let’s study masculinity in South Asian men for a change, and find out whether that maybe can give us a clue as to why women are not moving forward.” 
Lamia Abed Khadouri al-Sagri

Al-Iraqiya Television, May 2, 2005- Al-Iraqiya TV broadcasted a short film on the life of Lamia Abed Khadouri al-Sagri, member of the Iraqi parliament from the list of Alawi who was assassinated a few days ago by terrorists.  The television reported she was an educated and active woman, dedicating her entire life to others and fighting for the women of Iraq, for this reason she never formed a family and donated all her salary to her fight for justice.  She was a retired expert on education.  A few hours before her assassination, in a television interview with Al-Iraqiya, she stated: I owe Iraqi women a great deal because I haven’t been able to do much for them, and I speak from the bottom of my heart, I feel that I don’t have much ground to work and thus far this is all I have been able to do.  I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely apologize to all women, and I feel that I owe them.

Woman rejects rapist marriage bid

BBC News, May 4, 2005—An Indian woman who was raped has rejected a marriage proposal from the rapist, calling the idea "horrible".

She had been asked in court whether she would accept the proposal from her attacker who had hoped it might lower his sentence. 

The convicted rapist said he was offering to marry the woman because the stigma of rape in India meant no one else would. 

Following the rejection, the court sentenced the rapist to life in prison. 

Women's groups expressed disgust at the request and disappointment that the court had allowed the petition to be made. 

The man was convicted last month of raping and seriously injuring the 22-year-old nurse in September 2003 at the hospital where they both worked. 

Minutes before sentencing was due on Tuesday, the man issued his marriage proposal. 

The judge postponed sentencing until Wednesday, when the rape victim told the court she had rejected the petition. 

She told reporters: "I will not marry him. It is horrible, audacious; he should be given the severest punishment. 

"He should be hanged so that such a horrendous act is not repeated with any other girl." 

She said the man had been found guilty and was now trying to save himself with a bogus proposal. 

Darfuris demand action after woman raped

Reuters, Opheera McDoom, May 7, 2005—ZAM ZAM CAMP, SUDAN—Darfuri Sumaya Hassan Mohamed was kidnapped, beaten, raped and then given money to go and buy soap to wash the blood off herself. 

This pattern is repeating itself in many of the camps in Sudan's Darfur region which house the more than 2 million people driven from their homes by more than two years of open revolt in the remote area. 

Eighteen-year-old Mohamed hid her face in shame. Her brown eyes looked pained as she pulled a floral cloth across her face. 

"I've lost my future now. No man will come to marry me," she said looking at the floor and shifting uncomfortably on her bed in the tiny straw hut which is now her home. 

She fled a government attack on her town on Thabit more than a year ago and now lives in the patchwork of plastic covered shelters that is Zam Zam displaced camp, southeast of the capital of North Darfur state El-Fasher. 

Mohamed said three soldiers from a nearby camp surrounded her, a friend Mariam Ismail Suleiman and five young children as they were fetching firewood a few km away from the camp. They sent the children away and she became paralyzed with fear. 

One of the soldiers, from the Dinka tribe in southern Sudan, told the other two not to harm the women. They refused and he left. 

The women were forced into straw huts by the remaining two soldiers who raped them. Mohamed said the soldiers wore the traditional uniform of the Sudanese army. 

Kuwaiti women's rights activist Roula Dashti sits in the women's section following the Parliament's session on Tuesday, in Kuwait City. The country's National Assembly Tuesday postponed for two weeks any decision on women's participation in municipal elections, (AP Photo/Gustavo Ferrari)
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