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Etemad daily, May 18, 2005-TEHRAN – An Iranian woman was sentenced yesterday to death by stoning in Tehran, according to a state-run daily.

The young woman, only identified by her first name Fatemeh, 25 years old, was given two death sentences, for murder and having an affair. 

The Etemad daily reported that a Tehran court found Fatemeh guilty of strangling to death a 22-year-old neighbor, whom she allegedly also had an affair with. The court also sentenced her husband to prison time for taking part in the murder.
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The first death sentence was issued for the murder, while the stoning to death sentence was issued for the alleged affair.
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Kuwait grants women the right to vote

Reuters, May 16, 2005—(KUWAIT) Kuwait's parliament passed a law on Monday granting women the right to vote and run in elections for the first time, after pressure from the pro-Western Gulf Arab state's government. 

"We made it. This is history," prominent activist Roula al-Dashti told reporters. "Our target is the parliamentary polls in 2007. I'm starting my campaign from today." 

Outside parliament, young women and men danced and cheered, while passing drivers hooted horns in support. 
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Parliament speaker Jassim al-Khorafi said the legislation had been passed by a majority of the all-male parliament. There were 35 in favor, 23 against and one abstention on a vote that had met fierce resistance from Islamists, conservative tribal MPs and others. 

The United States has been pressing its allies in the Middle East to bring in political reform, saying a lack of freedom and democracy had fostered Islamic militancy. The Kuwait government wanted the bill passed before a likely trip by the prime minister to Washington next month. 

"This is a celebration for democracy even though it is 45 years late," said Jassim al-Gitami, a former MP and head of the Kuwaiti Human Rights Association. 

Women activists said it was too late for women to vote and run for municipal elections set for June 2, after parliament earlier this month delayed a vote on the issue. 

Islamists, in agreeing to the law on Monday, stipulated that there must be separate polling stations for men and women. 

New Iran hearing into murdered photographer ends in an hour

AFP, May 16, 2005-TEHRAN— A Tehran appeals court handling the case of murdered Iranian-Canadian photographer Zahra Kazemi on Monday wrapped up its first hearing in less than one hour after turfing out reporters and refusing to hear arguments from family lawyers. 
The intelligence agent accused of the murder but acquitted in the first trial was absent from the hearing, which may prove to be Iran's last look into a controversial case that has badly damaged relations with Canada. 
Kazemi, who was 54, died in custody in July 2003 from a brain hemorrhage 10 days after being arrested for photographing a demonstration outside a Tehran prison. 
Iran's government has acknowledged that Kazemi was violently beaten in prison, although the hard-line judiciary has also said she may have died as the result of a fall given that the sole accused was found not guilty. 
Lawyers representing the family of Kazemi have accused the judiciary of covering up the case, and they told reporters they had attempted to use the hearing to argue for a fresh investigation. 
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'Gender gap' is biggest in Egypt

BBC News, May 16, 2005—Women in Egypt are the furthest behind men in terms of economic equality, while no country has closed the "gender gap" entirely, a new survey has found. 

Sweden has the smallest difference between the sexes, followed by Norway, Iceland, Denmark and Finland, according to the World Economic Forum (WEF). 

The report singled out the US for particular criticism, saying it "lags behind many Western European nations". 

It was a "disturbing fact" that women still trailed men, the WEF said. 

'Decision making' 

The WEF ranked nations on five criteria, including equal pay and access to jobs. 

Other factors were representation of women in decision-making structures, equal access to education and access to reproductive healthcare. 

The WEF survey covered all 30 industrialized countries in the Paris-based Organization for Economic Co-Operation and Development (OECD), plus 28 emerging market countries. 

Several of the most populous nations in the world languish at the lower end of the table. India, Pakistan, Turkey and Egypt are all in the bottom 10. 

"Their rankings reflect large disparities between men and women of all five areas of the index," the WEF said in its report, with the only bright spot being India's high score for political empowerment of women. 


Sex trade's reliance on forced labor
BBC News business reporter, May 12, 2005-SOFIA, Bulgaria— Working late at night in the streets around Sofia's most luxurious hotels, Mitko takes pride in his ability to quickly deliver what his customers want. 

"Ten minutes and I can get you a girl - any girl - blond, brown, black or white," he declares. 

Mitko's operation is part of a sex industry that, according to the International Labor Organization (ILO), "has become highly diversified and global in recent years". 

Globally, forced labor - which includes sexual exploitation - generates $31bn (£16.5bn), half of it in the industrialized world, a tenth in transition countries, the ILO says in a report on forced labor*. 

"Technological developments such as the internet, as well as the proliferation of tourism, escort agencies and media outlets that advertise sexual services, have all contributed to the growing demand for commercial sex," the ILO says. 

A 2003 survey of 185 clients, by the International Organization for Migration (IOM), found that more than three quarters of the respondents "expressed a preference for prostitutes aged 25 or under, 22% preferred those aged 18 or below". 

Many of the prostitute clients openly admitted to a preference for young and unfree persons because they are more docile, the report added. 

None of this is news to Mitko. 

The girls on his books are all aged between 16 and 20. "Maximum 20," he declares, making graphical hand gestures to indicate his dislike of women who have left their teens behind. 

He is reluctant to say where his girls come from, but chances are they have been recruited from rural areas where poverty is rife, whether in Bulgaria itself or from even poorer countries in Africa and Asia. 

Iqbal Ibrahim, left, Kuwaiti supporter of full political rights for women, flashes the victory sign while driving with friend Nora Hattab in Farwaniya, Kuwait City, on Tuesday May 17, 2005. (AP Photo / Gustavo Ferrari)








Fatemeh, 25, sentenced to stoning in Tehran
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