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Women take brunt of rights abuse: AI

AFP, May 25, 2005-LONDON— Women and girls faced ‘horrific’ levels of abuse worldwide, the Amnesty report said, blaming widespread rape and violence on a mix of ‘indifference, apathy and impunity’. From honor killings carried out by the victims’ families to sexual violence used as a weapon of war, abuse frequently went unpunished and survivors were often abandoned by their own communities, the group said.

Amnesty said it had sought in the past year to argue that violence against women in conflict situations was ‘an extreme manifestation of the discrimination and abuse they face in peacetime’, notably domestic violence and sexual abuse.

“When political tensions degenerate into outright conflict, all forms of violence increase, including rape and other forms of sexual violence against women.”

The annual report, covering 131 countries, noted abuse across the world but highlighted several grave examples: in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), both armed groups and UN forces are guilty of rape; in Turkey, family abuse of women is widespread; in Darfur, Sudan, gang rape is systemic; and in Eastern Europe, economic need fuels the trafficking of women. Tens of thousands of women and girls were also subject to rape and sexual slavery in the DRC, and as in Darfur, victims were then abandoned by their husbands and families, ‘condemning them and their children to extreme poverty’.
All parties in the ongoing conflicts in the eastern DRC have committed the abuses against women, including military and police officers, and United Nations peacekeepers charged with the protection of civilians.  The two African cases were ‘not exceptional’, Amnesty warned.  Latin America had the highest risk of all types of sexual victimization, according to UN report findings cited by Amnesty.
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The Taliban may be gone, but the abuse of women goes on 

The Scotsman, May 30, 2005—Women are raped, murdered and abused with impunity all over Afghanistan, despite the overthrow of the Taliban that was supposed to have ushered in a new era of rights for women, Amnesty International says in a new report.

The London-based human rights group said entrenched feudal customs meant Afghan men often treated women as chattels who could be abused at will without fear of official retribution.

"Throughout the country, few women are exempt from violence or safe from the threat of it," the Amnesty report said.

"Husbands, brothers and fathers remain the main perpetrators of violence in the home but the social control and the power that they exercise is reinforced by both state authorities and informal justice systems," it added.

Sudan women feed babies leaves to avoid starvation
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Reuters, May 26, 2005-PALIANG— Mothers in southern Sudan are feeding their children leaves to stop them starving to death after rich countries failed to heed months of appeals to prevent the region's worst food crisis in seven years.

Young women on Thursday crushed foliage torn from trees then boiled it over fires outside their huts, draining the green-tinged water before their children devoured their sole meal for the day with their hands.

"I'll get diarrhea from eating this, but there's nothing else," said Nyankir Malek, 35, chomping on bitter leaves used as food of last resort in southern Sudan.

"You can see how thin we are," she said, fiddling with an ivory bangle around her wrist. "This is all we have had to eat since January."

One four-year-old boy sprawled naked on the earth after collapsing from hunger, his breath coming in faint gasps.

"He refused to eat the leaves," said his mother, Dit Bol, 30, speaking at a feeding center in the village of Paliang, some 250 km (160 miles) northwest of the southern town of Juba.

"I don't know what I'm going to do," she said, as other infants wailed with hunger in the shade of a nearby tree.

Mothers like Bol said failed rains and a surge in cattle raiding have ruined their harvest in the Bahr el Ghazal region, facing its worst food shortages since a famine seven years ago killed at least 60,000 people.
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Should Saudis Lift Ban on Women Drivers?

 AP news, June 2, 2005-RIYADH— All he was asking, says Mohammad al-Zulfa, was that his fellow legislators think — just think — about studying the possibility of allowing women — not all of them, just some — to drive.

But circumspect though he was, he has touched off a fierce controversy, pitting women's rights campaigners against conservatives who believe that lifting Saudi Arabia's ban on women drivers is un-Islamic and will lead to permissiveness.

There have been calls to kick al-Zulfa off the Consultative Council, the all-male legislative arm appointed by the king, and even to strip him of Saudi citizenship. His cell phone constantly rings with furious calls accusing him of encouraging women to commit the double sins of discarding their veils and mixing with men. A phone text message prays Allah will freeze his blood. Chat rooms bristle with accusations that al-Zulfa is "driven by carnal instincts."

"It's inconceivable that in a country of 25 million, a third of them are women who wait for a driver every day to take them to school, the hospital and relatives' homes," he wrote in a column in the Asharq al-Awsat newspaper.

Al-Zulfa, the legislator, contends that the ban exists neither in law nor Islam, but is based on fatwas, or edicts, by senior clerics who say women at the wheel create situations for sinful temptation.

It is the same argument used to restrict other freedoms. Without written permission from a male guardian, women may not travel, get an education or work. They cannot mix with men in public or leave home without wearing black cloaks.

Iran: Tehran students protest against paramilitary forces    
ISNA, May 31, 2005- The head of anti-corruption unit of the Security Forces, Colonel Hosseini stated, last summer one thousand women were arrested in greater Tehran and added: they were arrested due to mal veiling and were dealt with in accordance with the law.

He stated that the Security Forces deal with mal veiled individuals in specific procedure: on the first instance we only give a warning, but if it is repeated they are arrested and handed to the judiciary, for their verdicts to be given and carried out.

He further stated that how is it that thousands of women receive driver’s licenses daily and they are usually the best in following the law when it comes to driving but they don’t comprehend the concept of proper veiling, even though these things are common law in our society.

A proposal by a Saudi Consultative Council member to discuss the possibility of studying the benefits of reversing the ban on women drivers, the only prohibition of its kind in the world, has unleashed a storm. (AP Photo/Hassan Jamali)








Afghan refugee women walk inside an abandoned building in Kabul, where they and other returning exiles are living. Violence and systematic discrimination against women was rampant last year Amnesty International said in the annual report. (AP Photo/Tomas Munita)
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