[image: image1.jpg]-

Women's Freedom Forum




Women's Freedom Forum Inc,

 No. 136– June 13, 2005

[image: image2.jpg]


Iranian women defy police whips to demonstrate against 'dictatorship'    

The Independent, June 13, 2005— TEHRAN- Hundreds of women demonstrated outside Tehran University, calling for greater rights and a boycott of Friday's presidential election.

They shouted "down with dictatorship!" and "shame on you!" in response to the aggressive tactics of police, who tried to prevent protesters reaching the demonstration yesterday.

"I have come to defend my rights because these people have always oppressed us," said Farangis Rafati, holding up a Kurdish women's group banner. "All the candidates in the election say the same things. They're the same people. It makes no difference if we vote because they will have someone elected among themselves."

As the protest ended, another began on the other side of the street calling for a boycott of the election, to be contested by eight candidates who were approved by a clerical watchdog.

Some 89 women candidates, including several well-known conservatives, were barred because of their gender. Women have the same voting rights as Iranian men but suffer what is in effect discrimination in legal matters.

But protesters were skeptical. "The candidates talk about rights but there's no improvement from what they've said before," said the writer and publisher, Soheila Beski. "I have always voted but this time I won't."

Iran's most famous woman poet read to a hushed audience on the ground. But soon afterwards, the crowd roared and surged forward as somebody was dragged away by police. A weeping elderly woman said that she had been struck by a policeman as she tried to approach the rally.

"We don't want to recover our rights at the expense of men," said a journalism student, Shafiq Khanbani. "We want the democratic rights of all people to be respected and we're protesting because they're not." 

Iran Guardian Council: Women incompetent to become president  

Iran National Television(Satellite), June 8, 2005 –-TEHRAN- A member of Iran’s powerful Guardian Council said that women were rejected from standing as candidates in the upcoming June 17 presidential elections because they were “incompetent to take up presidential responsibilities”. 

“Women lack the intellectual capacity and understanding to stand as candidates in the [presidential] elections, and for this reason they were disapproved en mass”, the non-cleric GC member said. 

The Guardian Council, Iran’s hard-line watchdog is comprised of six senior clerics and six judicial experts who are hand-picked by the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
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The GC member’s statement has aroused much discontent among women in Iran.

Afghanistan’s first woman governor

 BBC News, June 9, 2005—BAMIYAN- Afghanistan's former women's minister is settling into her new job as the country's first female governor.

Habiba Sarabi was appointed by President Karzai to run the province of Bamiyan. Many observers argue the move was to demonstrate his country's commitment to women's rights.

For many Afghans used to men running the structures of power, the appointment has required a huge leap of faith and imagination.

Bamiyan is well-known for the destruction of two giant statues of Buddha, but the new governor faces a host of other big challenges.

Kuwait names women to council

National Post, June 12, 2005—KUWAIT The government of Kuwait yesterday named two women to join its municipal council, in a historic move for the oil-rich Gulf emirate which only last month agreed to grant women full political rights. In the last all-male polls in Kuwait last week, voters elected 10 members of the 16-seat civic body, while the remaining six members are appointed by the ruler of the country. The decision marks a small step in a slow process of reform underway in the deeply conservative Gulf Arab monarchies. Government sources said the two women are Fatima Nasser al-Sabah, a member of the ruling family and sister of former oil minister Sheikh Saud Nasser al-Sabah and Fawziya al-Bahar, both engineers. The local media had reported after the June 2 vote that the government intended to appoint up to three women to the council, whose powers are restricted to civic planning, monitoring some public services and restaurants, roads and civil construction.

Sudan's policy of systematic rape

The New York Times, June 6, 2005—NYALA- All countries have rapes, of course. But here in the refugee shantytowns of Darfur, the horrific stories that young women whisper are not of random criminality but of a systematic campaign of rape to terrorize civilians and drive them from "Arab lands" - a policy of rape.

 One measure of the international community's hypocrisy is that the world is barely bothering to protest. More than two years after the genocide in Darfur began, the women of Kalma Camp - a teeming squatters' camp of 110,000 people driven from their burned villages - still face the risk of gang rape every single day as they go out looking for firewood.

Gang rape is terrifying anywhere, but particularly so here. Women who are raped here are often ostracized for life, even forced to build their own huts and live by themselves. In addition, most girls in Darfur undergo an extreme form of genital cutting, called infibulations that often ends with a midwife stitching the vagina shut with a thread made of wild thorns. This stitching and the scar tissue make sexual assault a particularly violent act, and the resulting injuries increase the risk of HIV transmission.

 Sudan has refused to allow aid groups to bring into Darfur more rape kits that include medication that reduces the risk of infection from HIV.

 The government has imprisoned rape victims who became pregnant, for adultery. Even those who simply seek medical help are harassed and humiliated.

 On March 26, a 17-year-old student named Hawa went to a French-run clinic in Kalma and reported that she had been raped. A French midwife examined her and confirmed that she was bleeding and had been raped.

 But an informer in the clinic alerted the police, who barged in and - over the determined protests of two Frenchwomen - carried Hawa off to a police hospital, where she was chained to a cot by one leg and one arm. A doctor there declared that she had not been raped after all, and Hawa was then imprisoned for a couple of days. The authorities are now proposing that she be charged with submitting false information.

 The attacks are sometimes purely about humiliation. Some women are raped with sticks that tear apart their insides, leaving them constantly trickling urine. One Sudanese woman working for a European aid organization was raped with a bayonet.

U.S. criticizes Golf allies on human trafficking

Saul Hudson, Reuters, June 3, 2005—(WASHINGTON) The United States criticized four Gulf Arab allies as some of the world's worst offenders in permitting human trafficking on Friday in a rebuke Washington hopes will promote improved human rights in the Middle East.

The State Department downgraded Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates to the lowest level of compliance in the report, which evaluates countries' efforts in fighting the trafficking of thousands of people forced into servitude or the sex trade every year.
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