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Thousands of Iranians, in Paris, vote for another “President”

Iran Focus, June 18, 2005—One day after the controversial presidential elections in the Islamic Republic of Iran, thousands of Iranian exiles gathered in a stadium north of Paris to cheer a woman they would like to see as “the liberated Iran’s president”.
Under a scorching afternoon sun with temperatures exceeding 30 degrees Celsius, Iranians sang, cheered and danced to celebrate what they described as “the triumph of the boycott call” and declare their support for exiled opposition leader Maryam Rajavi.

The crowd, estimated by organizers to number 20,000 and about half as many by police, waved tri-colored Iranian flags and raised banners, which read, “Rajavi Yes, Mullahs No!"
Dozens of members of national parliaments in Europe, as well as representatives of human rights organizations, addressed the rally, which was sponsored by some 30 French non-governmental organizations. Noting the second anniversary of a spectacular raid by
 French police on the offices of the Iranian opposition coalition, the
 National Council of Resistance of Iran, many of the speakers 
denounced the French government for “caving in to the ayatollahs’ dictates”.
On June 17, 2003, more than 1,300 French anti-terrorist policemen raided NCRI offices and homes of Iranian exiles in the Parisian suburbs, and arrested 165 political refugees, including Rajavi. French judges set a legal precedent by releasing all the detainees.

Freed French hostage is home
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Scotsman, June 13, 2005—PARIS- A French journalist freed five months after she was taken hostage in Iraq arrived in France last night to a joyful welcome.

Florence Aubenas, a reporter for Liberation newspaper, was greeted with a kiss from the president, Jacques Chirac, and embraced by her family at an airstrip in Villacoublay, west of Paris.

Hussein Hanoun al-Saadi, her Iraqi assistant, was also freed, ending an ordeal that began when the pair were snatched from the street in January.

Bernard Bajolet, the French ambassador to Iraq, said the hostages had been released on Saturday. "The first thing [Ms. Aubenas] told me was 'happy new year' because the last time we met was for Christmas at my house in Baghdad," he said.

"She had lost some kilos but was still so witty. She is a very impressive, strong person."

The journalist's mother, Jacqueline Aubenas, said she had been informed of her daughter's release by Mr. Chirac on Saturday. "I thought I knew what the word happiness meant ... but it is so much better than I thought," she said.

Pakistan lifts travel ban on rape victim

New York Times, June 15, 2005—ISLAMABAD- Pakistan lifted today a travel restriction on Mukhtar Mai, the woman who was gang-raped in 2002 on the orders of a village council to punish an act attributed to her brother.

Mukhtar Mai, also known as Mukhtaran Bibi, had been scheduled to travel to the United States last week at the invitation of Amnesty International and other human rights groups.

But her name turned up on the government roster of people barred from traveling abroad. The travel restriction met with bitter protests and condemnation by human rights advocates.

The Pakistani interior minister, Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao, announced today in the national parliament that Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz had ordered that Ms. Mukhtar's name be removed from the travel ban list.

"She is free to go anywhere and there is no restriction on her movement," Mr. Sherpao said. He also said there had been no pressure from the United States to lift the travel ban.

But concerns over the case remain. Greg Crouch, a spokesman for the United States Embassy in Islamabad, said in a telephone interview: "The U.S. government remains concerned about the treatment and restrictions on Mukhtar Mai. We have made our concerns known to the Pakistani government."

The gang-rape of Ms. Mukhtar, now in her early 30's, was ordered in June 2002 by a council in Meerwala, a dusty farming village in the southern part of Punjab Province.

The rape was decreed as a punishment after her younger brother was accused of having illicit sexual relations with a woman of a rival tribe, the Mastoi.

The circumstances of the rape brought demands for justice, and the government moved quickly to bring the case to trial. Since then, there have been various acquittals, detentions and releases. Last week, a provincial court released the 12 men who were behind bars in the case.

Ms. Mukhtar, who has been hailed for speaking out against the rape and setting up schools for boys and girls with the compensation money, had been expected to talk of her experiences since the rape if she had traveled to the United States.

This, human rights advocates say, made the Pakistan government uneasy because she could expose legal loopholes and injustices, but the government denies that was the reason. Government ministers have lashed out at non-governmental organizations and human rights advocates claiming that they have exploited the case for financial gains and have tarnished the country's image.

The state interior minister, Dr. Shahzad Wasim, denounced the government critics as "vultures, crows and kites sitting on the fence to exploit the case and get foreign funding."
Iranian women defy police whips to demonstrate against 'dictatorship'
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The Independent, June 13, 2005—Hundreds of women demonstrated outside Tehran University, calling for greater rights and a boycott of Friday's presidential election.
They shouted "down with dictatorship!" and "shame on you!" in response to the aggressive tactics of police, who tried to prevent protesters reaching the demonstration yesterday.
"I have come to defend my rights because these people have always oppressed us," said Farangis Rafati, holding up a Kurdish women's group banner. "All the candidates in the election say the same things. They're the same people. It makes no difference if we vote because they will have someone elected among themselves."
As the protest ended, another began on the other side of the street calling for a boycott of the election, to be contested by eight candidates who were approved by a clerical watchdog.
Some 89 women candidates, including several well-known conservatives, were barred because of their gender. Women have the same voting rights as Iranian men but suffer what is in effect discrimination in legal matters.
















1750 Tyson's Blvd, 4th Floor McLean, VA 22102

* Tel: (703) 744-1194 * Fax: (703) 744-1001 * 

Email: info@womenfreedomforum.org * www.womenfreedomforum.org 

Women's Freedom Forum Inc is a non-profit educational, research and independent organization advocating women's equality, legal and human rights, political participation and empowerment. It promotes women’s health, children’s right, and equal job opportunities. Women's Freedom Forum aims to expose gender apartheid, fundamentalism, and violence against women, misogyny, human trafficking, and child abuse and job discrimination. Women's Freedom Forum is not affiliated with any government agency, political groups or parties.
1750 Tyson's Blvd, 4th Floor McLean, VA 22102

* Tel: (703) 744-1194 * Fax: (703) 744-1001 * 

Email: info@womenfreedomforum.org * www.womenfreedomforum.org 

Women's Freedom Forum Inc is a non-profit educational, research and independent organization advocating women's equality, legal and human rights, political participation and empowerment. It promotes women’s health, children’s right, and equal job opportunities. Women's Freedom Forum aims to expose gender apartheid, fundamentalism, and violence against women, misogyny, human trafficking, and child abuse and job discrimination. Women's Freedom Forum is not affiliated with any government agency, political groups or parties.

