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Pakistani Court To Hear Appeal On Woman's Rape -Lawyers

AP, June 26, 2005—ISLAMABAD- A village woman who won international praise for speaking publicly about her gang rape will have her appeal heard in Pakistan's highest court this week against five of her alleged attackers who were acquitted, lawyers said Sunday.

Mukhtar Mai, 36, was assaulted in June 2002 on orders of a village council in retaliation for her brother's alleged affair with another woman.

Six men were sentenced to death over the attack, and eight others acquitted. But in March the High Court in eastern Punjab province - where Mai's village is located - overturned the convictions of five of the men, and reduced the death sentence of the sixth to life in prison, citing a lack of evidence.

Mai won widespread praise after going public about her rape and for refusing to be pressured into silence in conservative Pakistan. She has also helped set up a school for girls in her village mainly with donations by her supporters.

Human rights activists have also criticized authorities for preventing Mai from traveling and meeting freely with visitors at her family's home by positioning police to keep a watch on her.  Authorities insist she is free and that the police are for Mai's protection.  But Mai told reporters Sunday in Multan, a city near her village, that she is still being restricted.  "Are free people like this? I am not being allowed to speak with people," she said at Multan airport, surrounded by dozens of police.
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Loose headscarves distract Iran's youth from reform
Reuters, June 23, 2005- Surgically designed noses are a "must have" and the religious headscarf has been reduced to the flimsiest of coverings, barely hiding the highlighted hair of the young women in the Iranian capital's trendy coffee shops.

Young men in the Islamic Republic can wear their hair long with little fear that the Basij religious vigilantes will barge in and forcibly hack off this symbol of "Western" fashion.

But some of Iran's well-heeled young fear such modest freedoms may be dulling opposition among their peers to the Islamic Republic's system and taking their mind off demands for deeper political reforms.

Some fear a clampdown after Friday's presidential elections.

"The youth were pushing for freedoms, but the kind of freedoms they (the authorities) gave are not real freedom ... The youth don't realize this is happening," said 26-year-old Azadeh.

Since outgoing reformist President Mohammad Khatami swept to power eight years ago, headscarves that should hide the hair have been pushed back way past the fringe, both sexes mingle more openly in public and religious vigilantes are less active.

"You can notice changes from the appearance of people. One example is the hijab (headscarf) or relationship between opposite sexes," said Shahin, 24, a long-haired student.

But youths have been distracted from reform as they revel in more social freedom, he said. "Fewer young people are active in politics," he added.

"It is routine. Before elections they give us limited freedom, but they stop it after," said Farahnooz, 27, who like many disenchanted voters says she won't vote because all the candidates where chosen by the political establishment.

"They want to preserve the regime, and they will pay what it takes, such as giving some limited freedom," said Mahiar, a 36-year-old architect, who said he still would not vote. "Those who take this bribe don't have ideals for change."







Iranian women wait to cast their ballots in the second round of the Iranian presidential election in Tehran June 24, 2005. REUTERS/Raheb Homavandi
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