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Most runaway girls in Iran raped within first 24 hours - official    
BBC, July 12, 2005— LONDON – Most runaway girls in Iran are raped within the first 24 hours of their departure, according to an Iranian government official speaking to the BBC.
Dr. Hadi Motamedi, the head of Social Ills Prevention Unit of the Health Ministry, said that the majority of such victims are rejected by their families if they choose to return after having been raped. 
Iran has one of the highest record of runaway girls and women in the world.
In June, the U.S. State Department stated in its annual Trafficking in Persons Report that Iran was a source, transit, and destination country for women and girls trafficked for the purposes of sexual and labor exploitation. 
The DoS Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons noted that “the Government of Iran does not fully comply with the minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking”. 
“Internal trafficking of women and girls for sexual exploitation and children for forced labor also takes place”, it said, adding that such practices are fuelled by an increasing number of vulnerable groups, such as runaway women, street children, and drug addicts. 
In April, a number of government officials and security officers were arrested during raids on at least five houses used as brothels in and around the town of Neka, northern Iran. 
Many runaway girls, some as young as 13, were being forced into prostitution by organized child prostitution rings. A number of officers from Iran’s notorious State Security Forces (SSF), commanders of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps, and heads of a number of local government departments and institutions were among those rounded up in the raids.
Afghan Women's Rights Activist to Receive 2005 Democracy Award
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Women's Freedom Forum, July 12, 2005- The odds of a man in Afghanistan learning to read are roughly 3 to 1 against him. For a woman, they are 5 to 1, or worse.

Sakena Lida Yacoobi not only beat the odds, she has spent much of her life trying to improve them for others. 

When she left her native Herat, Afghanistan, to attend college in California, she was the first in her family to pursue higher education. She received her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Biological Sciences in 1977 from the University of the Pacific, Stockton, California, thus becoming the first woman from her hometown to earn a degree in the United States. Then she went on to achieve a Master’s Degree in Public Health from Loma Linda University, California, in 1981. 

As a professor at D’Etre University in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, she taught biology, mathematics and psychology, and in 1992 she began her work with Afghan refugees living in Pakistan. She joined the International Rescue Committee as manager, and later coordinator, of its Female Education and Teacher Training Program in Peshawar, Pakistan.

Recognizing the need to involve Afghans in the process and to respect both religion and custom, Prof. Yacoobi established a grassroots program within IRC and within a year had quadrupled the number of Afghan girls enrolled in school. The program also trained the first female teacher trainers, with the dual goal of improving education overall and of increasing girls’ and women’s access to education. With a staff of 680 people, she managed five women’s programs serving 17,000 refugees in the areas of primary education, health education, pre-school education, English language training and computer and office training.

In 1995 Prof. Yacoobi founded the Afghan Institute of Learning to continue the work and to expand it into Afghanistan.  Under her direction as president and executive director, AIL quickly grew to be one of the largest women-led, non-governmental organizations in the country. With a staff of 470 people, more than 80 percent of them women, AIL annually provides health and education services to 350,000 Afghans in Pakistan and in the Afghan cities of Kabul, Herat and Mir Bacha Kot.

The NGO operates Women’s Learning Centers where women can receive health care and where they participate in educational, health, human rights and skills training classes. It also supports home literacy classes and educational institutions from preschools through secondary schools and recently opened a women’s university in Afghanistan.

AIL has been recognized by the international community for its success.

In explaining why she is driven to continue her work, Prof. Yacoobi said, “I am reminded of the children in Peshawar when they first come to school. In their eyes I see fear, sadness, and hopelessness. But in just a few weeks, the same children are standing taller, laughing and playing with smiles across their faces. . . . When you make education available to the Afghan children, it is like giving them new life and hope for the future.”

She has traveled extensively, lecturing and participating in forums on various issues related to her work empowering women. 

During the Taliban years, AIL ran 80 underground schools as well as mobile libraries in four Afghan cities. By the end of 2003 the organization served more than 350,000 Afghan women and girls in Afghanistan and Pakistan’s refugee camps through its girls schools and programs in teacher training, health education, human rights education, women’s leadership training, and literacy. With its 470 employees, 83% of whom are women, it is a model and a leader in rebuilding Afghan civil society. 
UAE to lay down new divorce rules for women
Gulf News, July 12, 2005- ABU DHABI— UAE women will soon be given the right to end their marriage after petitioning the Sharia Court, paying compensation or returning the dowry to husbands. 
The right known as Khulo' is enshrined in a draft Personal Status Law, approved by the Cabinet yesterday.
The draft law enables women to end unhappy marriages more easily after paying compensation or the dowry to the husbands.
The draft law contains 363 articles and is divided into five chapters on marriage, legal competence, guardianship, will, inheritance and endowment.
"The draft law includes several new rules introduced for the first time in the country including setting up of a Family Guidance Committee, compensation in cases of breaking up of engagement and condition of health fitness before marriage," Mohammad Bin Nakhira Al Dahiri, Minister of Justice, Islamic Affairs and Awqaf, earlier told the press.
Women discuss citizenship issue in Bahrain
Gulf Daily News, July 11, 2005- Around 70 Bahraini woman married to foreigners met with Bahrain Women's Society's (BWS) officials last night to discuss their problems.  The meeting was part of a nationwide campaign launched by the BWS to win Bahraini women who marry foreigners the right to citizenship for their children and husbands.
The Beirut-based Research and Training Centre on Development Issues is responsible for supervising the regional campaign, which was launched at a meeting in Cairo, Egypt. 
"Already 112 women have contacted the society and we urge those who haven't to do that," said BWS Unbounded Women committee public relations head Iman Al Asfoor.
One of the main issues highlighted was discrimination against woman by the authorities.
"Bahraini men get their foreign wives citizenships so easily and we demand the same treatment for Bahraini women," said Ms Al Asfoor. 
"Women in Bahrain have received a lot of rights, but we see this as a basic right that has been overlooked.
"It is sorting issues similar to this one out that will form the foundation of women rights in this country."
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