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Woman immolates self to avoid return to Iran jail
Iran Focus, July 26, 2005—A 30-year-old woman set herself on fire outside a justice department office in southern Iran on Monday evening, eye-witnesses reported. The unidentified woman was on temporary parole from prison in the southern city of Marvdasht and had gone to the justice department to request an extension of her prison leave. When her application was rejected, she attempted to commit suicide by setting herself on fire. She is reportedly in critical condition. A Marvdasht resident reached by telephone said it was rumored in town that the woman had been brutally treated by prison guards. Prison conditions in Iran have become the focus of international concern after the publication of a report by an internal investigative body of Iran’s judiciary. The report discovered serious cases of torture, solitary confinement, long-term detention without trial, and other abuses.
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Islam’s strong role in Iraq charter raises concerns for women
The Associated Press, July 26, 2005-BAGHDAD— A chapter of Iraq's draft constitution would give Islam a major role in Iraqi civil law, raising concerns that women could lose rights in marriage, divorce and inheritance, according to a copy obtained Monday. 
The proposal also appears to rule out nongovernmental militias, an area addressed Monday by the new U.S. ambassador, Zalmay Khalilzad. Urging Iraqis to build national institutions, he said there is no place for factional forces that "build the infrastructure for a future civil war." 

The civil law section, one of six to make up Iraq's new charter, covers the rights and duties of citizens and public and private freedoms. The language in the chapter is not final, but members of the charter drafting committee said there was agreement on most of its wording. 

Committee members have been rushing to complete the constitution so the Iraqi National Assembly can set the final wording by Aug. 15. Parliament's version would be put to a public vote by mid-October, and if approved, elections would follow by the year's end.
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AFGHANISTAN: Violence against women needs to be addressed – UN rapporteur

IRIN News Agency, July 20, 2005-KABUL— Violence against women remains a huge problem in Afghanistan, a visiting United Nations official said in the capital Kabul, on Monday.  Yakin Erturk, Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights on violence against women, its causes and consequences, had spent ten days visiting Afghan cities. She said child marriages, many of them forced, continued to be a source of violence against women and girls.  Erturk, a Turkish national, urged the Afghan government and donors to prioritize the elimination of violence against women as an integral part of public policy and to link donor support to progress on human rights and the protection of women.  “It seems that the international community has forgotten [Afghan] women and we can’t allow that to happen,” she told IRIN on her last day of her visit.  Erturk said she was astounded at how “invisible” Afghan women remain and at how they only seem to exist in public in relation to men.  “If they [women] turn to the police or the judiciary for protection and redress, they are likely to face abuse and be just taken back to the abusive environment,” she said.  She called on the Afghan government to prosecute those who organize and participate in child marriages and to create safe havens for women at risk. “I urge both the Afghan authorities and the international community to recognize that sacrificing respect for human rights, in particular women’s rights, to the claims of stability, not only falls short of the United Nations’ founding principles but is also politically short-sighted,” the Erturk said.

KARACHI: Minor girl sent to adult women’s jail

Dawn, July 30, 2005-KARACHI—A 12-year-old girl, who is accused of theft, has been sent to the Special Prison for Women, where adult women are imprisoned, it is learnt. Shabana, daughter of Asghar, used to work as a domestic helper and her employers had accused her of stealing jewelry worth thousands of rupees.  A case was registered against Shabana and one of her relatives, Nasreen, wife of Mumtaz, under section 380/411 at the Sharea Faisal police station. Responding to Dawn’s queries, the Superintendent of the Special Prison for Women, Sheeba Shah, said 12-year-old Shabana and Nasreen were brought to the jail and were imprisoned there. They are facing theft charges, she added.  Replying to another question, she said another young girl Anna, who was an Iranian, was also in prison. Anna, who is either 12 or 13 years old, was arrested in the Tharparkar district along with her parents while crossing over to India.  They were tried, convicted and imprisoned. They have completed their sentence but were still languishing in jail, as they did not want to return to Iran, the jail official added. She said that since there was no separate facility for young girls, they were kept in the same jail along with adult women – convicted as well as under trial prisoners.  However, there is a separate prison for boys — the Youthful Offenders Industrial School — where boys between 16 and 18 years are kept. While boys younger than 16 are kept in a Remand Home, as laws relating to juveniles and children prohibit keeping children in prisons with adults to protect them from sexual exploitation.  Sources said that though the government had established a separate prison for young boys, no such facility had been developed for girls, who like the young boys could also be vulnerable to exploitation from other adult inmates.
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UN accuses Sudan over Darfur rape

BBC News, July 29, 2005--United Nations report has accused Sudanese authorities of taking no action against militiamen and soldiers accused of rape in the Darfur region.

Women in refugee camps risk being raped if they go in search of food, the UN's human rights commissioner says.

International charity Medecins Sans Frontieres said in June that 500 women had been raped in four months alone.

Sudan's authorities have threatened and arrested victims to make them withdraw the charges, the UN report says.

More than two million people have been forced from their homes and at least 180,000 have died during the Darfur conflict.

Sudanese authorities deny accusations that they back the Arab Janjaweed militias who are alleged to have committed widespread atrocities, such as mass killings and mass rape.

Government 'unwilling'

"Every week, more new cases of rape of women and girls are reported," the UN report said.

"The government of Sudan needs to acknowledge the scope of the problem and to take concrete action to end the climate of impunity in Darfur," it said.

The UN says charges are still not investigated thoroughly by the authorities.

Human Rights Commissioner Louise Arbour told the UN Security Council ahead of the report's release on Thursday that Khartoum's government appeared "either unable or unwilling to hold them consistently accountable".

Ms Arbour said that rape victims themselves could face criminal charges when courts ruled that they were unable to prove their cases - discouraging women from making accusations.

"Arrest, harassment and intimidation of victims of sexual violence and their supporters must end," the UN report said.
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