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Kurdish women’s rights activist arrested in Iran
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Iran Focus, August 4, 2005—TEHRAN- A prominent women’s rights activist in Iranian Kurdistan was arrested during a gathering organized in protest against the murder of a young Kurd by Iran’s State Security Forces, a Persian-language website reported. 

The website Rooz reported that Roya Toloui, the editor of Rassan, a monthly based in the Kurdish city of Sanandaj, was arrested after being summoned by the intelligence unit of the SSF on several occasions in the past few months on charges of “disturbing the peace” and “acting against national security”. She had also been accused of “inciting ethnic division”.  Toloui’s monthly Rassan had so far published three issues all of which mainly discussed the plight of female Kurds in Iran.  Born in 1966, Toloui holds a postgraduate degree in practical science and, with her husband, owns a medical laboratory in Sanandaj. She is a founding member of the Association of Kurdish Women in Favor of Peace in Kurdistan. She has a daughter and a son.  On several occasions, the authorities had warned Toloui not to carry out interviews with foreign radio stations.  Iran’s restive Kurdish population has been the victims of systematic oppression by the Iran’s clerical leadership since the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

Iran police arrest women for “un-Islamic dress”
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Jomhouri Islami, July 31, 2005—TEHRAN- Iran has deployed squads of women-only vice police in a new crackdown on “un-Islamic” dress.  Eight women were arrested in the northern province of Gilan as part of a new clamp-down on “social corruption”, the semi-official Jomhouri Islami reported on Sunday.  “The women were arrested for disrespecting Islamic virtues and for having repulsive and immoral attire”, the hard-line daily added. The daily added that women police officers in patrols belonging to the Directorate to Fight Social Corruption were roaming the streets to find women violating the stringent dress code and ‘to fight public displays of corruption and mal-veiling”.
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Palestine: suffering of women

The Independent Bangladesh, August 6, 2005—All eyes are on the new Palestinian President, Mahmoud Abbas (also called Abu Mazen), who won 62 per cent of the vote in the recent elections, surprising many hardliners. Post-Arafat, the world is watching how Abbas will negotiate peace with the Israelis and what he has to offer to the average Palestinian. Will a change in leadership really bring about a substantial change in the lives of the Palestinians?

Suhad Gabarin, another Palestinian social worker from a women's centre in east Jerusalem, says that main victims of the new situation are mainly women and children. "The main complaints I hear are about the intolerable travel restrictions. Children must wait about two hours at the checkpoints just to reach their school." 
Pregnant women on their way to medical check-ups also have to wait for hours at checkpoints. To avoid this torture, some look for dangerous alternative routes in the mountains that bypass Israeli military checkpoints. "The fact that Palestinian terror activities declined dramatically after Arafat's death does not translate to any improvement in the checkpoints. People in the street expected some gestures from the Israeli security forces, but nothing has changed. Daily humiliations at the checkpoints can only guarantee the perpetuation of the conflict."

On its website, the NGO, War Against Want, presents a report of the economic and social impact of the checkpoints and Israeli occupation. Based on research conducted in 2002, the report says that sexual harassment by machine gun-toting teenage soldiers has become a regular, daily experience for Palestinian girls and women at the checkpoints. Many female students have had to drop out of high school and college due to the difficulties of traveling between towns and villages.

Many women have been entirely cut off from their families who live in other towns, while many college and university students have not seen their families since the Intifada (uprising) began in September 2000, says the report.
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Iraqi women demand rights in country's new constitution 

AFP, August 3, 2005—BAGHDAD- Women from different Iraqi rights groups met to issue a list of demands they believe will guarantee women's rights in the country's new constitution.

The informal group issued a statement demanding that Islamic law, or Sharia, not be one of the sources of the constitution; that Iraq should abide by all international rights treaties and that all Iraqi men and women have equal legal rights. It also called for female representation "in the three branches of government and in other decision-making positions (to) be no less than 25 percent." The role of Islam remains a major stumbling block in completing Iraq's new constitution: an early draft of the constitution published in the official Al-Sabah newspaper on July 26 suggested that Islam would be "the official religion of the State" and "the main source of legislation."

[image: image6.jpg]


UN attacks Sudan for breaking rape pledge 

Scotsman.com, by Nick Wadhams, July 31, 2005—NEW YORK Sudanese police and soldiers continue to rape helpless civilians in Darfur despite government promises to stop them and punish those responsible, according to a UN report.

Victims and witnesses are routinely threatened and sometimes even charged with crimes if they come forward with allegations of rape, the report said. Authorities also intimidate humanitarian groups investigating the claims.

"Many women do not report incidents, out of fear of reprisals," the report said. "Some police stations refuse to register and investigate complaints of sexual violence."

The report was drawn up at the request of Louise Arbour, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. She wanted to assess Sudan's compliance with promises it made last year to punish those who commit sexual violence against civilians in Darfur.

It said the government has taken small steps, such as creating a committee on gender-based violence, but has not brought offenders to justice on a large scale.
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