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Two out of three teens in Iran suffer from depression

SINA, August 17, 2005—TEHRAN- A scientific study conducted by two independent experts found that 71 percent of teenagers in Iran suffer from depression, a Tehran-based news agency reported.
Mahdieh Emami and Mona Mir-Mohammad Jaafari noted that teenage girls in Iran were twice as likely as boys to suffer from depression, the news agency SINA reported. They warned that the sharp rise in the incidence of moderate to severe depression among girls would soon develop into a social crisis.
The study found that an alarming 11.6 percent of teenagers suffer from severe depression.
Experts attribute the predominance of depression among girls to the Islamic Republic’s institutionalised gender discrimination, severe legal and social restrictions on girls, forced dress regulation, domestic violence, and lack of hope for a better future.
University of Rhode Island Professor Donna Hughes, a world authority on sexual exploitation, told a congressional hearing in June that teenage girls in Iran have been executed by hanging or sentenced to flogging and death by stoning for “crimes contrary to chastity” and giving birth to an “illegitimate” child.
Iran to hang young women for teenage crime
Iran Focus, August 11, 2005—TEHRAN- Iran’s clergy-dominated Supreme Court upheld a death by hanging sentence for a young woman accused of killing a man as a teenager, a state-owned daily reported on Thursday. 

The young woman, only identified by her first name Fakhteh, will be hanged in the coming days, according to a judiciary spokesman.  

The young woman professed her innocence throughout the proceedings and appealed the original verdict that was handed down by Judge Mohammad-Sultan Hemmatyar.  

Iran’s official media have reported that at least 18 people have been executed and a further seven have been sentenced to death in the country since the election of the new hard-line President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

Indian women bear brunt of AIDS epidemic 

Daily Times, August 23, 2005—NEW DELHI- Nearly half of people living with HIV/AIDS in India are women, and the number is expected to rise further, health experts said on Monday, because of trafficking of women across South Asia for prostitution. 
India had an estimated 5.134 million people infected with the HIV virus in 2004, roughly the same as South Africa which has the world’s highest number of people with the virus. 
Of these, 49 percent were found to be women and young girls, NS Dharamshaktu, additional project director of the National AIDS Control Organization (NACO), told an AIDS conference. Earlier estimates put the figure at 40 percent. 
Trafficking of women from India’s impoverished neighbors, Bangladesh and Nepal, was fuelling the spread of the disease, experts said. 
Election hopes of Afghan women 

BBC, August 14, 2005—The 48-year-old school teacher and would-be politician from Zabul is not expecting many votes. But she knows she only needs one to get elected. 

Under Afghanistan's draft constitution, women candidates are reserved 25% of the seats in the Wolesi Jirga, the new lower house of parliament, and a similar number on councils to be formed in all 34 provinces. 

In Zabul, the area of the most intense Taleban resistance in the country, so few women are prepared to stand that there are not enough candidates to fill the three reserved women's seats for the provincial council. 

Rabia's election is therefore guaranteed. 

There are similar problems in two other provinces. 

But while votes may not be a problem for some women candidates, there are plenty of other concerns for those who have been brave enough to stand for election in the deeply conservative south. 

The Taleban have issued threats against candidates and election workers, while fighting has intensified since March, killing more than 800 people. 

Tribal tradition amongst Pashtuns in the south dictates a housebound role for women. Most do not leave home without the company of a male relative. The women are often covered with a burqa.  Literacy is even lower here than the national average for women of 14%. A total of five women are standing for parliament and council in Zabul. 

Seated with their burqas on the backs of their chairs, Rajabia Ranjbar, 48, together with Zarmeena Pathan, 38, and Toor Pekai, 40, know that they face considerable danger. 

"We can't campaign because there is no stability," says Ms Ranjbar. Effective government control extends only a kilometer or two around Qalat. 

Zarmeena Pathan says she was lucky to survive a recent attack by Taleban fighters on the edge of town while she was distributing medicine from a local hospital. 

Among some fundamentalist parties the specific allocation of seats to women candidates is a source of deep anger. 

"This is eating the rights of men," says Engineer Ahmed Shah Ahmedzai, leader of the Hezb-e Iqtedar-e Islam (Party of Islamic Rule). 

"We will never accept the Western interpretation of democracy in our Islamic republic which they are trying to implement in Afghanistan." 

Womanless elections in NWFP: Women’s double show in Islamabad

[image: image3.jpg]


Daily Times, August 23, 2005—ISLAMABAD- A large group of people, including women, staged a protest demonstration on Monday in front of Election Commission against the barring of women voters in the local body elections at various union councils.
The demonstrators were holding placards displaying slogans against the NWFP government and the Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) leaders whom they accused of debarring women from voting in various NWFP districts in the first phase of the local body elections. 
Women protestors said that MMA Rahila Qazi with the aid of her party activists coerced the women into leaving the polling stations. The protesters said that they had lodged a complaint against the rowdiness of the MMA leaders and activists, but so far no action had been taken against them, they added.
Change might not be good for Iraqi women
Boston Herald, August 14, 2005—In a chilling irony, women may actually have fewer rights under Iraq’s new, “democratic” constitution than they did under Saddam Hussein.  

“The United States government has poured millions of dollars into democracy training for Iraqi women, and more than, 1,800 Americans have died for Iraqi freedom.  But it may turn out to be for Iraqi male freedom,” said Katheryn Coughlin, program administrator for the American Islamic Congress, a nonprofit doing democracy training in Iraq. “That’s a sad return on such an enormous investment.”

On the eve of the deadline for the final draft of Iraq’s new constitution, Hub Iraqis blasted attempts to replace the country’s secular civil code with Islamic Shariah law, which restricts women’s rights to an education, careers, marriage partners of their choice, divorce and to inheritance. 
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