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Censorship of Women on the Internet

Roydad Daily, September 25, 2005- The committee in charge of setting filters formed by members of Iran's Intelligence Ministry, Communication ministry, and Television and Radio network, in an unexpected measure, has added words dealing with women to the list of words which will be filtered on the internet within the country.

According to a report by Roydad Daily, words such as gender, girl and women have now been added to words which will be filtered.  Thus if one was to search on of these words in a search engine such as Google or Yahoo, results would not be shown.  

Also, many blogs and websites relating to women's activities have been filtered in recent weeks, denying users access to these sites.

Special Rappoteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights and Trafficking in Persons visits Lebanon
Women's Freedom Forum, September 15, 2005- Following a 9 day visit to Lebanon, Sigma Huda, Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, held a press conference in Beirut, Lebanon.

In her statement, Ms. Huda stated, "I am pleased to note that the Government appears to have recognized human trafficking as a problem. The new Cabinet has made reference to the issue in its first Ministerial Declaration. In August, the National Assembly ratified the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons. Much remains to be done for the Government to implement Lebanon's international obligations related to human trafficking. I have found that a significant number of human beings, women in the majority, are trafficked into and within Lebanon. Unfortunately, their plight seems to remain unknown to significant parts of Lebanese society, perhaps because the victims tend to be foreign nationals or are considered to be of low social status. Lebanon's victims of trafficking are often invisible victims because they suffer in places that remain hidden to the public eye such as private homes or hotel rooms. I am particularly concerned that a significant number among the approximately 150,000-200,000 domestic migrant workers in Lebanon have become victims of human trafficking. Many persons from Asia or Africa, women mainly, travel to a foreign country and culture in order to make a living for themselves and earn money to send to the families and loved ones they leave thousands of kilometres behind." 

Ms. Sigma also raised concern on the issue of trafficking of children in Lebanon, the exploitation of street children as beggars by organized gangs, and parents selling their daughters as prostitutes.
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Naomi Campbell to campaign against trafficking of women in Colombia
AFP, September 23, 2005— British model Naomi Campbell is due to arrive in Colombia this weekend to support a UN-backed campaign against the trafficking of women, particularly aspiring young models who are forced into prostitution in Europe and Japan, the Elite Models agency has said.

The model agency, which is organizing Campbell's visit, said the 34-year-old model will film a video denouncing the trafficking of women. Campbell will also help judge a modeling contest.

Campbell also plans to speak with young Colombian women about the modeling world, according to Lorena Canon, a spokeswoman for Elite Models here.

The UN has been working with Colombia's government to combat people trafficking, which is estimated to affect hundreds of the country's women a year, with criminal gangs particularly preying on young aspiring models and actresses.
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