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Majlis deputy urges greater crackdown on women    
Women's Freedom Forum, October 10, 2005 —TEHRAN - A Majlis (Parliament) deputy from the central city of Isfahan told reporters that there was an urgent need to act against “corruption and mal-veiling” by women in society, state media reported on Monday.
“In recent years we have seen a great number of violations [of the dress code]. How longer do we have to witness such behavior?”, Hojjatoleslam Mohammad-Taghi Rahbar said. 
“In recent years much of the Islamic customs in offices, hospitals, organizations, universities, and air schools have not been adhered to”, the mid-ranking cleric added. 
Rahbar said authorities should immediately deal with violators of the dress-code starting in the holy Muslim month of Ramadan which began last Tuesday.
Saudi journalist Rania al-Baz fled to France

Arabic News, October 5, 2005 - The Saudi activists and press woman, Rania al-Baz, succeeded in leaving Saudi Arabia and to arrive in Paris despite efforts to prevent her from traveling under the pretext that her travel paper documents are incomplete.
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The Publication House "Michael Lavon" in France which published her book "Distorted" in France stressed that al-Baz is a journalist who does not work against her country, nor Islam, rather for the rights of woman.
The publisher accused the Saudi authorities of trying to silence the journalist who left her children in the kingdom and preferred to defend the rights of the Saudi women.
He indicated to the book "Distorted" in which the Saudi journalist describes how her husband had beaten her violently for her role for attain freedom for woman and her militant role in Saudi Arabia.
It was presumed that Rania al-Baz would have had taken part by the end of last week in a conference in Paris quarters for "No prostitution, no surrender" which demands equality between man and woman among the expatriates circles in France.
Al-Baz who presented several women programs on channel 1 of the Saudi TV had marks, especially on her face, after her husband had beaten her. Her husband who accused her of misconduct was sentenced to imprisonment.
Senior Iran cleric: Prostitutes must be hanged    
Jomhouri Islami Daily, October 10, 2005—TEHRAN- A senior Iranian cleric in the city of Qom called for death sentences to be handed down to prostitutes, a semi-official daily reported on Monday.
“Those who try to spread prostitution, corruption, and sins in society must be dealt with”, Ayatollah Nasser Makarem-Shirazi, one of the highest-ranking clerics in the holy city, said.
Shirazi said that drug dealers were among those who were spreading corruption in society, according to the hard-line daily Jomhouri Islami.
“These people are Mofsid Fi-Alarz and must be dealt with under Islamic law”, the senior Ayatollah said. Mofsid Fi-Alarz literally means “corruptors on earth” and under Iran’s Sharia law is punishable by death.
“If everyone feels responsibility for the orders of Islam, no one will dare to spread prostitution”, he said. “Anyone who stays silent in the face of social disorder and centres of corruption and prostitution has actually betrayed Islam”.
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