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Get home by dusk, Iran tells female civil servants    
Reuters, October 11, 2005— TEHRAN - Female civil servants at Iran's Culture Ministry and female journalists at the state newspaper and news agency must be out of the office by dusk to be with their families, a directive said on Tuesday.
The directive was issued by Culture Minister Mohammad Hossein Saffar-Harandi, one of a batch of hard-line cabinet ministers brought in by President Mahmoud Ahamdinejad who won a landslide election in June.
"Owing to the sensitive role of women in the family and in raising children, women employees are banned from staying at the office after 6 p.m.," the Tosea newspaper quoted the directive as saying.
The order to get home early also covers the official IRNA news agency and the state-run Iran daily newspaper.
The directive did not specify what punishments women would face if they disobeyed the decree.
One woman reporter believed it was part of a plan by Ahmadinejad's government to turn the clock back on the tentative progress made under moderate former President Mohammad Khatami.
Under eight years of Khatami's presidency, enforcement of social restrictions such as Islamic dress codes for women were relaxed. Women entered previously male-only domains such as taxi driving and the police.
"It is just a start. They will put more limitations on women. They do not want us to be socially active," said a female journalist, who asked not to be named. She works night shifts at the Iran newspaper. "What about me? I start working at 3 p.m. This decree means that I will be jobless soon."
As men made war, women lost ground
Miami Heald, October 16, 2005—BAGHDAD- Three school years' worth of unbaked clay pieces have piled up in Hanna Milla's darkened office at Iraq's National Museum of Modern Art: rounded vases, stern masks, a lumpy hawk on its post, all shaped by the hands of young students and smoothed by Milla's coral-tipped fingers. And all waiting to be fired in kilns that have sat cold for years.
Teachers in the museum's warren of classrooms and halls last ran the kilns in January 2003, as students and instructors prepared for what would be their last exhibition as war closed in.
At the exhibition that night, the instructors -- almost all female -- mingled with students and artists, sipped drinks and eyed the displays. For the women, it would be the last late evening for years.

''We stayed . . . until 1 or 2 in the morning,'' Milla recalled, sounding the nostalgic note heard often now in Iraq.

As in all wars, Iraqi women have largely retired to the dark corners, forced to yield the center to men waving guns. Saturday's vote on a constitution would not improve their lives, Milla and her colleagues say; at this point, they cannot imagine anything that would. They just hoped it wouldn't make their lives any worse.

As the constitution was being drafted by rival factions battling for control of Iraq, the women who make up more than 50 percent of the population were never treated as more than a side issue. No women were involved in the backroom dealing. They had to rely on male leaders with other issues on their minds to plead their case.

President Bush has depicted women's rights as one of the reasons Americans are fighting in Iraq. A Western official in Baghdad said Friday that the proposed constitution was ``a good constitution for women, and very frankly that's something we were very insistent upon.''

The draft that was to go before voters Saturday specified equality regardless of gender and reserves 25 percent of the seats in the National Assembly for women.
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