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Iran sentences woman to execution    
Javan Daily, October 18, 2005- An Iranian woman was sentenced to execution in the Iranian capital on Monday, a state-run daily reported on Tuesday.
The woman, only identified by her first name Raheleh, was found guilty of murdering her husband, whom she had accused of having an affair with a younger woman, the daily Javan wrote.
Raheleh had said that she was threatened by her abusive husband each time she asked him to end his affair. She said that she had never meant to kill her husband, but just “teach him a lesson”.
Hojjatoleslam Kouh Kamarei, the Islamic cleric who presided over the case, sentenced Raheleh to execution on Monday.
Iran has stepped up execution sentences for women since the rise to power of hard-line Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.
Women fare unexpectedly well in Afghan polls 
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Financial Times, October 24, 2005 - Women fared unexpectedly well in Afghanistan's first parliamentary elections since 1969, but will be heavily outnumbered in an assembly dominated by warlords, druglords and socially conservative religious leaders.

Provisional results show that although female candidates failed to win more seats than the 68 reserved for them under the constitution, many would have been elected even without the quota system. 

"This is the positive news from this election," said Andrew Wilder, former director of the Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit, a think-tank. "I was expecting women to get in on a quota basis with just 200-300 votes rather than in their own right."
Former mujahideen fighters, ex-Taliban and others with a conservative agenda won more than half the seats. Analysts say this will increase disillusionment with democracy evident in the fall in turnout since last year's presidential election.

Female students clash with police in Iran capital    
Agence France Presse, October 18, 2005 - Students from a female dormitory of Shahid Beheshti University in Tehran started a protest against lack of water supply, a state-owned daily reported on Tuesday.
The students started their demonstration outside the dormitory late Sunday night, the hard-line daily Jomhouri Islami reported. They set paper and several tires on fire, while also chanting for the resignation of the university dean.
They threw stones at security officials at the scene who were trying to prevent an escalation of the crisis. Several hit-and-run skirmishes erupted in the process.  The daily did not say if any of the students were arrested.
Parts of the female dormitory have had no water supply for the past two days, according to the report.
Account of a visit to Khomeini public Hospital in Tehran

Mehr News Agency, October 18, 2005- A wailing woman is lying on a piece of cardboard in the hospital’s lawn, her daughter’s small hands cupped under her head so at least she would only suffer from the pain in her hipbone. Little Zahra says through tears that her brother has gone back to their village to bring enough money so the hospital would admit their mother…
The fourth floor is for women’s orthopedics. A woman lying in a bare room cries and says, “First they told me I can use my villagers’ insurance card that we’ve had for a month. After hospitalizing me for two weeks now they say nevertheless I have to pay 800,000 tumans. If I had that kind of money I would have gone to a private hospital. Now they won’t let me leave the hospital because I haven’t paid for the operation and they won’t change my bandage or give me food.”

A roommate with a broken arm said, “She was moaning from pain so I gave her some pills and she gave me a pillow to put under my arm because the hospital doesn’t have any.”  
Maryam, whose mother underwent surgery to remove her appendix, said the surgeons who had done the operation were only interns and had done a sloppy job. “Moreover, the nurses have neglected her medication. It’s so hot here that my mother sometimes yells out from the heat.”

In the medical team’s room, a woman laughs with her colleagues over a cup of tea.
But why isn’t there any supervision? A young intern points out that the professors in charge of inspecting this hospital visit it just because they are ordered to. However, they have no interest in improving the conditions as they spend their time at the many private clinics also under their supervision, because of the better pay. 
Pakistan gang rape victim to receive women's award in US 
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Agence France Press, October 24, 2005 - A Pakistani woman whose gang rape triggered an international outcry has arrived in the United States to receive an award from a women's magazine, organizers of the event said.

Mukhtaran Mai flew in over the weekend and will receive a Woman of the Year prize from Glamour magazine on November 2 at a ceremony in New York.

Mai, 33, was gang-raped on the orders of a tribal council in 2002 as punishment for her brother's alleged love affair with a woman from another tribe.

The case and Mai's high-profile quest to bring her rapists to justice garnered extensive international attention, much to the embarrassment of the Pakistani authorities.

In June, Pakistan's Supreme Court ordered the re-arrest of 13 men linked to her case and suspended their acquittals by lower courts.

The same month, Mai had been invited to the United States to address a human rights group but was barred from travelling by Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf who argued that the visit would damage the country's image overseas.

The travel ban was later rescinded after intense criticism from, among others, US officials.

Iranian Woman Sentenced to Stoning
Reuters, October 18, 2005 – TEHRAN- An Iranian woman has been sentenced to death by stoning for adultery, local media reported on Saturday, although Tehran maintains it no longer executes women in this way. 
The woman, named only as Soghra, was also given a separate 15-year jail sentence for helping kill her husband. 
Iran has met international criticism for handing out stoning sentences for adultery. The penalty involves victims being buried up to their midriffs and then pelted to death with stones that are not big enough to kill instantly. 
"The Islamic code obliges the judge to issue the stoning sentence in adultery cases, however the head of the judiciary may change the final sentence," a judiciary official, who asked not to be named, told Reuters. 
"He might even use his jurisdiction to change execution to lashes," he said.  

Egypt: Women and strategies for change: an Egyptian model

Arab Reform Bulletin, October 19, 2005 - Quite apart from international efforts to "rescue" women in the Middle East, female activists in Arab countries have been toiling for decades for reforms that achieve concrete gains for women. 
Recently, certain efforts have borne fruit through the use of pragmatic, coalition-building strategies that take advantage of the expanded political space available in some countries. 
Egypt offers a model of this approach. During the 1990s, a coalition of activists successfully lobbied parliament to enact important legislation reforming the personal status law. The 2000 Law on Reorganization of Certain Terms and Procedures of Litigation in Personal Status Matters grants women the right to divorce without the consent of their husbands if they give up some of their financial rights. The law also creates a new family court system, establishes a fund to provide child support for impoverished families, authorizes the government to garnish the wages of fathers who renege on alimony and child support, and facilitates divorce and the resolution of paternity claims in increasingly popular urfi marriages. 
For almost a century Egyptian women have been advocating for a unilateral right to divorce and for other changes in personal status legislation. An earlier generation of women won some reforms in 1979 with the support of First Lady Jihan Al Sadat. After President Hosni Mubarak came to power in 1981, the reforms were ruled unconstitutional because of procedural irregularities employed by President Anwar Al Sadat to enact the legislation in the face of stiff Islamist opposition. A watered-down version of the legislation was passed in 1985. Women activists then pursued a back-door approach of lobbying the Ministry of Justice to revise the state-issued marriage contract to give brides the option of asserting their right to education, work, travel without their husbands' permission, and pursue a khul' divorce. After facing opposition from conservative religious forces, and realizing that family and social pressures would dissuade most women from taking advantage of such a contract, by the mid-1990s activists focused instead on building a coalition to push parliament to revise the personal status law. 

Jordan: Women in Islamist parties
Arab Reform Bulletin, October 21, 2005 - Relative to many other parties in Jordan, the IAF(Islamic Action Front) boasts a large female membership and a substantial number of women in leadership positions. The IAF has some 300 female members, which, according to the party leadership, constitutes approximately ten percent of the total membership. A women's sector, headed by a committee of ten women, represents women within the party and recruits new female members. To this end, it hosts educational programs on women's rights in Islam and organizes activities on political issues of concern to women. In January 2004, for instance, the sector organized a demonstration against the French law banning headscarves in public schools and in conjunction with other women's groups gathered more than 30,000 signatures for a petition protesting the law. Women also hold six seats on the IAF's 120-member Shura (consultative) Council. 
Many women join the IAF only because their fathers and husbands recruit them; the women's sector prefers to hold events away from the party headquarters because so few women turn up for activities there. A second factor is the presence of a vocal, hard-line minority that opposes women in leadership positions and advocates gender segregation within the party. 
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