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Two-thirds of Iran women victims of domestic abuse: official    
Agence France Presse, October 31, 2005- Two thirds of Iranian women have suffered domestic violence and a quarter are unhappy with their gender, a social welfare official said Monday. 
Sociologist Jaleh Shaditalab of Iran's National Welfare Organization said most of the victims were in forced marriages and that abuses also included mental torment, humiliation and being prevented from working.  She said the figures were drawn from a national survey of the problem. 
In February 2005 the UN's top official on women's rights, Yakin Erturk, chastised Iran over what she said were abuses and discrimination built in to the Islamic republic's laws. 
Iran's laws "do not provide protection for victims of domestic violence and make it difficult to escape violence through divorce", she said, adding that suffering wives also faced "time-consuming judicial procedures and stigmatization".
Israeli-Palestinian women's group launches personal crusade for peace 
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Agence France Presse, October 25, 2005 - Three women sharing a hunger, not for fast food, but peace, chatted away in a food court at Washington's ornate Union Station -- completely ignored in the rush of travelers grabbing a lunchtime snack.

But their gathering was poignant, and remarkable, because as each one admitted, it could never happen when they go home -- because two are Palestinian and one is an Israeli.

Sherene Abdulhadi, a Palestinian Muslim, Roni Hammerman, an Israeli Jew, and Amira Hillal, a Christian Palestinian, are touring the United States to call for a renewed bid to forge peace between their communities.

"We are here together, but in Palestine, when we go back, we can't see each other," said Hillal, from Beit Sahour, near Bethlehem, on the West Bank.

"(I live) 15 minutes by car to Jerusalem, but how to go there, how to meet them?" she asks, bemoaning Israeli checkpoints and years of suspicion and bloodshed between the two sides.

"How can any kind of normal life develop under these conditions?" asked Hammerman, who teaches at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and is an Israeli peace activist.

The three women are the latest in a stream of Israeli and Palestinian women brought to the United States to argue for a new commitment to peace in their violence-torn homelands, by the US-based non profit group "Partners for Peace."

Their mission is to change the way Americans think about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict -- and to draw attention to the price paid by ordinary civilians for years of strife, occupation, terrorism and conflict.

All of them agree that they oppose Israeli settlements on West Bank lands, and they are close on other issues, so they have more views in common than many Israelis and Palestinians in their fractured homeland.

But they say they have found new understanding of one another's lives from their trip, which features speaking engagements across the United States and meetings with US Congressional representatives.

Bahrain: Activist advocates family laws for all communities
Gulf News, October 25, 2005 - A human rights activist has called for the enactment of distinct family status laws for Bahrain's various religious groups. (Gulf News) 
"Every faith and sect in the country should have the opportunity to choose the legal and judiciary system that governs their personal status," Nabeel Rajab, former head of the defunct Bahrain Human Rights Centre, has said. 
"We must ensure that there are appropriate procedures to ensure the active participation of all religious denominations in the drafting, approval and amendment of their own laws on personal matters," he said yesterday in a press statement. 
The laws however must be compatible with fundamental rights, religious precepts and universal human rights, he said. 
A national campaign calling for the promulgation of a family law has been launched by the official Supreme Council for Women in a bid to codify laws governing family relations and cases of marriage, divorce, alimony and child custody. 
Women's rights activists who have joined in the campaign have been highlighting judges' bias against women, stressing that sentences were often based on individual interpretations, and called for a formal family law. 
Iran police confiscate mannequins in new crackdown    
[image: image3.jpg]


IRNA, October 31, 2005- Police in the north-eastern town of Bojnourd have launched a new crackdown on alluring mannequins in clothes stores and the main bazaar, the town’s prosecutor-general told the state-run news agency, IRNA on Monday.
Moussa-al-Reza Pirgazi announced that thus far 262 clothes stores had been inspected and 65 feminine mannequins had been rounded up.  He said that in accordance with the country’s Islamic trade laws, stores found to be violating the dress code on mannequins would be shut down for a period of 10 to 90 days. “The use of vulgar mannequin – whether male or female – is an affront to public moral and is considered to be a crime”, Pirgazi said, adding that the display of properly veiled mannequins which adhere to the national dress code would not be considered a crime.
The prosecutor-general also said that a crackdown had been underway to arrest “trouble-makers” in society. 
“32 cultural stores in this town have been inspected and a number of vulgar CDs have been rounded up from those stores”, he said.
The plan to crackdown on trouble-makers has been in effect in Bojnourd since October 18 on the orders of the town’s prosecutor-general. Iranian officials often refer to millions of unemployed young men, who are largely beset by frustration and despair, as “trouble-makers”.
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